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OnanìOnanìOnanìOnanì project completedproject completedproject completedproject completed    

As briefly announced in the March 2016 edition of this 
newsletter Onanì Council Mayor in Sardinia, Clara 
Michelangeli, has advised our President, Paul Lostia that the 
works on the structural restoration of the complex of the 
Sacro Cuore Kindergarten, made possible by the funds 
raised in the context of the Cyclone Cleopatra Appeal held 
between November 2013 and April 2014, have effectively 
been completed. 
 

The works carried out are in an area of the country that 
had been undervalued but which is centrally located in a 
beautiful setting and in particular near the Sacro Cuore 
Church, a very important place for the local community. 
 

Completion of these works has given a great stimulus to 
Council and as a result, so as to make the area more ac-
cessible and attractive, it will provide additional funds for 
immediate further enhancements to fully landscape the 
area surrounding the completed works. 
 

It has been agreed that in the Month of June when some of 
the SCA's Committee Members will be in Sardinia for per-
sonal reasons, there will be a formal inauguration of the 
completed works, including coverage by Sardinian Media. It 
has also been agreed that those who will be representing 
the SCA will bring with them a Plaque recognising the SCA 
and the Council's contribution, which will be erected on 
the site and presented at the inauguration. 
 

Mayor Clara Michelangeli also thanked the SCA for their 
generosity and sensitivity with the community of Onani 
who will always be grateful. 
 

Paul, on behalf of the SCA, once again thanks all those who 
contributed to this Appeal, locally and interstate and irre-
spective of nationality, that is public and private institu-
tions, media, sponsors , Club Italia Sporting Club and the 
four 'Master Chefs', SCA Committee and Members, the 
Mayor of Onanì, her assistant, Domenico Porcu and in 
particular SCA Committee Member, Giovanni Chighine, 
President of Club Italia Sporting Cub, Leo Vargiu and Po-
modoro Sardo's Stefano Rassu who 'lit the flame' for this 
most worthy and successful initiative. 

  More photos on page 3. 
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Meeting of Sardinian Associations in Australia 

A long overdue Meeting of Sardinian Associations in Aus-
tralia was called by the Consultore, Pietro Schirru (last was 
in 2008) for 28 February 2016. This meeting was hosted by 
Associazione Culturale e Sociale Sarda di Sydney. 
 

Representing Associazione Culturale e Sociale Sarda di 
Sydney were Tania Palmas, President; Assunta Tilocca-
Mieli, Secretary; Marco Orro, Treasurer & Young Project 
Officer; Maria-Luisa Scala, Teresa Spada, Andrea Palmas, 
Rinaldo Mieli and Marie Enna-Cocciolone, Committee; 
representing the Sardinian Cultural Association were Paolo 
Lostia, President and Angelo Ledda, Secretary; Pietro 
Schirru, Consultore & Cordinatore, Circoli Sardi In Aus-
tralia. 
 

Fausto Zanda, President of the Queensland Sardinian Cul-
ture Club - Ulisse Usai advised that their Association 
would not be represented at this Meeting due to prior 
commitments. 
 

The major objectives for the meeting were to discuss and 
review what has been inevitable, the short and long term 
future of the Sardinian Associations in Australia as 
'Recognised' by the Sardinian Region (RAS) and in what 
form, including the viability of these Associations to con-
tinue in their current form and the need to encourage 
hands-on involvement of the younger generations, as well 
as non Sardinians, without forgetting the needs and wishes 
of our ageing Membership and Simpatizzanti base. 
 

The Chairperson, Sydney President, Tania Palmas, invited 
those present to review the state of the two Associations 
and the discussion that followed highlighted the problem - 
the small decrease in membership, due to the ageing of 
first-generation members and the difficulty to stimulate 
interest in the social life activities of the second and third 
generations. To remedy this situation the need was evident 
in the way we communicate with our Members and next 
generations, by utilising new technologies such as Face-
book, Twitter and Instagram making it as easy as possible 
for those making enquiries to identify ‘Sardinians Down 

Under’.  

Tania Palmas said “we need not be afraid to implement 
new ideas that would benefit and make known our current 

common issues and challenges, informally or at a Meeting 
such as this”. 
 

Paul Lostia said “in whatever we decide to do in the future 
we need to understand that, in addition to 'Funzionamento 
and apart from the recent reopening of submissions for 
'Progetti Regionali', the RAS requires us to promote 
awareness of Sardinia not just to Sardinians but to the 
mainstream community of Italians and non Italians. We 
should also strive to look for opportunities to meet the 
RAS requirements in a bilateral manner, that is, also make 
those overseas aware of Australia”. He then added “that a 
large part of our future lies with the provision of relevant 
Services to those making enquiries in such areas as Immi-
gration (Visa's, Work, Specific conditions of Farm work 
Social Security, Health Insurance etc.), accommodation, 
study, cuisine, tourism, culture and business”. 
 

Some of the major conclusions were: 
• Do everything possible to maintain and promote 
our Culture and traditions within and outside the Sar-
dinian Community and the younger generations. 

 

• Ensure that we do everything possible to continue 
to qualify for 'Funzionamento, Attività & Progetti Re-
gionali' funding from the RAS. 

 

• Review the current and long term relationship 
with the RAS, including the value and need for more 
regular Meetings of the Coordinamento Circoli Sardi 
Australia. 

 

Specific tasks were distributed for the development of 
draft proposals by those individuals who took them on for 
further discussion, leading up to a further Meeting at a date 
to be set, following the distribution of Minutes to all par-
ticipating Associations as well as the Brisbane Association. 
 

Following the Meeting all participants were hosted for din-
ner by the Sydney Association at SUDS - Southern Italian 
Street Food Restaurant. 
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From the President...From the President...From the President...From the President...    

Dear Friends, 
 

As you can tell on this occasion, 
just for a change, I am writing in 
English and keeping matters brief 
so that maximum space can be 
given to the exciting developments 
with the long overdue Onanì Pro-
ject. 
 

Congratulations to Elaine Ledda 
who was the clear winner of last 
edition's ‘Glass Half Full or Half 
Empty?’ competition, as Elaine 
was the one and only one to re-
spond to the challenge she wins 
two bottles of Sardinian Wine. 
However, it disappoints me greatly 
that no one else bothered to re-
spond, and for this reason I will be 
keeping the answer I was looking 
for, to myself. I hope that this con-
sistent apparent lack of interest is 
not an indication of the value to 
you of this Newsletter who's Editor 
devotes a lot of time to produce. 
 

Thank you to the many Members 
and simpatizzanti who participated 
at the commemoration of Sa Die 
De Sa Sardigna on 24 April. I am 
thankful that our relationship with 
the Club Italia Sporting Club con-
tinues to flourish. I hope to see as 
many of you, if not more, at the 

celebration of SCA’s 28th Anniver-
sary to be held on 21 August 
2016. Whilst a specific notice will 
be mailed to you, these celebra-
tions will most likely be at the relo-
cated Pomodoro Sardo. 
 

A big thank you also to the newly 
elected Committee Members, 
‘oldtimer’ Giovanni Chighine and 
‘new kids on the block’ Marino La 
Nasa and Mariangela Prib who 
have immediately made an impact 
on the workings of the Commit-
tee.. 
 

I wish Tonina and Giuseppe Nolis 
all the best for their latest 3 month 
sojourn in Sardinia, also trusting 
that Mariangela and Jan Prib and 
Ylenia Useli have enjoyed their 
recent overseas holiday which 
included Sardinia.. 
 

On this occasion my so called 
contemplation is in the form of 
asking you to pray, or if you are 
not religious, express your best 
wishes, to a very close school-
days friend of mine. After success-
fully undergoing a liver transplant 
a couple of years ago, he has re-
cently being diagnosed as having 
life threatening spots in the lungs. 
Therefore, as I have done on 

many occasions, I quote an ex-
tract from one of the many songs 
of my all time favourite musical 
group which reads: 
 

"The love you take is equal to 
the love you make." 

 

In closing the good news is that as 
indicated below Cagliari FC has 
returned to Serie A: 
 

As usual I close off with "FORZA 
PARIS, FORZA MELBOURNE e 
FORZA SCA" 

Paul Lostia 

ALLUVIONE NOVEMBRE 2013 
 

Questo muro e tutta l'area verde, sono stati ricostruiti grazie al supporto del  

Sardinian Cultural Association di Melbourne - Australia,  

in collaborazione con il Comune di Onanì 
  

 

Ringraziamo tutti coloro in Australia, che hanno reso possibile  

la realizzazione di queste opere attraverso la loro generosità 
 

                Clara Michelangeli                                                    Paolo Lostia  

                 Sindaco di Onanì                            Presidente della Sardinian Cultural Association 
 

Giugno, 2016 



SARDINIAN CULTURAL ASSOCIATION (Vic) Inc. 
Reg. No. AOO 14186M -  ABN: 95 061 699 328 

PO Box 136 HEIDELBERG VIC 3084 AUSTRALIA 
Telephone: 61 3 9458 2614 - Facsimile: 61 3 9431 3235 
Email: sardi.melbourne@bigpond.com       www.sardi-melbourne.com 
Editor: Angelo Ledda 
NEXT GENERATION 
Email: next.generation@optusnet.com.au 
Facebook: @Sardinian Cultural Association      Twitter: @SardCultAssoc 

920 Lygon Street North Carlton 
(Cnr Richardson Street) 
Telephone: 9389 7000  

 

Supporter of the Sardinian Cultural Association 
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39 Leveson Street North Melbourne 3051 
Telephone: 9417 1255 

 
Supporter of the Sardinian Cultural Association 

 

Montmorency: 22 Were Street - Ph: 9432 6942 
Mill Park: Shop 79 Westfields Plenty Valley  

Ph: 9436 6588 
Supporter of the Sardinian Cultural Association 

 

111 Lonsdale Street Melbourne 
Tel: 03 9663 8006 

www.pomodorosardo.com.au 
 

Supporter of the Sardinian Cultural Association 

Jennifer Curcio Marries 
Ian Ryder 

Well known and respected member 
of the SCA and spokesperson for the 
Next Generation group, Jennifer 
Curcio, married her long time love 
Ian Ryder on Sunday 3 April 2016. 
 

Jennifer, who with her husband Ian 
relocated to Jakarta, Indonesia and 
since then to Thailand, for work rea-
sons around two years ago, returned 
to Melbourne to be married. 
 

Proud parents, Pino and Antonia 
Curcio, Peter and Tania Ryder and 
Jennifer's sisters Francesca and 
Chiara were in attendance. 
 

The marriage was followed by a won-
derful reception at Circa in St Kilda. 
 

The SCA extends to Jennifer and Ian 
the warmest congratulations and 
wishes them a long life and happiness. 

Sa Die De Sa Sardigna 2016 lunch 

SCA celebrated Sa Die De Sa Sardigna with a lunch at 
Club Italia Sporting Club in Sunshine. The Members and 
guests at the well attended lunch were treated to a 
sumptuous four course menu that included malloredus 
and to accompany coffee there were traditional biscuits 
such as gueffos, pirichittus, pabassinas and more. 
 

The duet, Venez Duo provided the music that encour-
aged the young and not so young to show off their fancy 
footwork on the dance floor. 


