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The afternoon of Tuesday 20 August 
2019 was one of acknowledgement 
and celebration at the Assisi Aged 
care Centre in Rosanna and for the 
Sardinian Cultural Association who 
were celebrating their 32nd Anniver-
sary of Incorporation. The proceed-
ings were double-barrelled.  
 

To get things underway the Assisi 
Centre honoured the Sardinian Cul-
tural Association (SCA) by naming 
the library at the Rosanna Centre 
after the SCA. This was followed by 
the opening of the exhibition Fototeca 
di Sardegna / Sardinian Photo Library. 
 

The afternoon began with the Chair-
man of the Assisi Centre, Don Smar-
relli OAM, addressing an audience of 
about 100 people (including SCA 
members, Assisi Board members, 
staff, volunteers and residents). The 
Assisi Chairman acknowledged the 
long association of the Sardinian Cul-
tural Association with the Assisi Cen-

tre, including the much valued finan-
cial support that the SCA has provid-
ed over many years. In recognition of 
this strength and duration of the rela-
tionship the Chairman announced 
that the Assisi Centre is to name its 
library after the SCA. Before handing 
over the microphone to Paul Lostia 
(President of the SCA and a Board 
member of Assisi) the Chairman ex-
tended special thanks to Paul for his 
long term contributions to Assisi, to 
the Italian Community in general and 
to the Sardinian community especially 
through the SCA. 
 

In his role as President of the Sardini-
an Cultural Association Paul Lostia 
thanked Don for his kind words and 
thanked the Assisi Centre for the 
honour being extended to the Sardin-
ian community and the Sardinian Cul-
tural Association in particular with 
the naming of the library after the 
SCA. He also handed over a book on 
Sardinians in Victoria, for inclusion in 
the library. 
 

The SCA President welcomed the 
attendance from Marcellin College, 
Alfio Camarda, Teacher, Matthew 
Broggian, student from Marcellin Col-
lege and Alessandro Corda student 
from Convitto Nazionale Cagliari 
Sardinia. Paul noted that Alessandro 
was approaching the end of his six 
week stay in Australia (including a 
visit to Canberra) and that Matthew 
would be heading to Sardegna in  
November of this year to complete 

the exchange. 
 

On behalf of the SCA 
Paul acknowledged 
the donors, volun-
teers, staff and Board 
members of the Assi-
si Centre. He noted 
that throughout the 
period since 2002 
that SCA club rooms 
have been located at 
Assisi, the Associa-
tion has thought it 

important to act as contributors to  
Assisi and the important task of car-
ing for the elderly. Paul spoke how so 
many of the residents at Assisi are 
examples of the waves of Italian mi-
grants who came to Australia in the 
1940s, 50s and 60s who had shown 
great courage and perseverance in 
travelling to this far away country 
with unfamiliar language, culture and 
landscapes. 
 

Paul noted that the SCA is in the 
process of finishing Terra Sarda: a non
-traditional cook book which includes 
recipes cooked by Sardinians in Aus-
tralia and importantly includes the 
stories of contributors themselves.  
Paul advised that Terra Sarda should 
be available for purchase for Christ-
mas this year. 
 

The SCA looks forward to continuing 
to connect with and support Assisi 
Paul said.  He then invited all present 
to view the photographic exhibition 
that the SCA has on display at the 
Assisi Centre.  He advised that the 
exhibition from the Biblioteca di Sar-
degna had been displayed elsewhere 
in Europe before being brought here 
to Melbourne. The exhibition in-
cludes an array of black and white 
photos of Sardinians from the 1940s 
to the 1970s and is supplemented by 
panels provided by the SCA on Sar-
dinian history and its culture past and 
present. 
 

The quote from D H Laurence, with 
which the exhibition ends, seemed 
particularly fitting to the afternoon’s 
celebrations:                                
‘This land resembles no other place. 
Sardinia is something else. Enchanting 
spaces and distances to travel – nothing 
finished, nothing definitive. It is like free-
dom itself.’                                                 
                                                  
             Christopher Baker
         Photos: Gino Cavallo 
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Emigrazione Sarda in Australia Secondo dopoguerra 
dell'immigrazione sarda sono stati resi 
unici dal fatto che solo circa 3.800 
persone sono emigrate in Australia dalla 
Sardegna, un numero ovviamente molto 
meno rispetto a quello delle altre Regioni 
Italiane, causando tanta solitudine.  
 

Inoltre, se è colta anche l'opportunità per 
promuovere il libro recentemente 
pubblicato intitolato - Il Costo della Verità 
che rappresenta il più recente e 7mo. libro 
scritto dal prolifico scrittore, Dott.Olita, 
noto Sindacalista Sardo, ex Direttore del 
Canale TV RAI Tg 3, giornalista di grande 
esperienza. Per coloro che vorrebbero 
ottenere il libro di Ottavio, questo può 
essere fatto tramite www.facebook.com/
people/Ottavio-Olita.  
 

Ottavio ha presentato il suo libro Il Costo 
Della Verità fornendo la panoramica che 
narra la storia di Marco Carboni, 
sindacalista sardo, inviato dalla segreteria 
nazionale, in Calabria, per risolvere una 
vertenza degli operai della piana di Gioia 
Tauro. Un mese dopo il suo arrivo viene 
assassinato dal crimine organizzato che 
riesce a insabbiare le indagini. Sette anni 
più tardi la famiglia vuole scoprire la verità 
sulla scomparsa del loro caro, ma sfortu-
natamente, come spesso è accaduto in 
Calabria e in altre regioni dove è presente 
la criminalità di stampo mafioso, la verità 
non viene a galla.   
 

Paolo, a nome della SCA, ha ringraziato 
tutti i presenti e i nostri ospiti per averci 
dato l'opportunità di essere coinvolti in 
questo lodevole Progetto. 

 

Giovedì 27 Giugno, la SCA ha avuto il 
grande piacere di ospitare il  Presidente 
del Queensland Sardinian Culture Club 
(Ulisse Usai), e neo eletto Consultore & 
Coordinatore Circoli Sardi in Australia - 
Fausto Zanda, accompagnato dalla sua 
consorte Pina, insieme a Ottavio Olita e 
Sandra Saba dalla Sardegna - ambidue 
responsabili delle interviste, registrazione 
e filmati, per il Progetto Emigrazione.  
 

Lo scopo principale della visita è stata per 
intervistare vari nostri Soci nel contesto 
del su menzionato Progetto, gestito dal 
Circolo di Brisbane. 
 

L'evento di cui si è visto una numerosa 
partecipazione dai nostri Soci, si è svolto 
sotto forma di un rinfresco conviviale 
presso l'iconico Railway Hotel, durante il 
quale vari Soci della SCA, in particolare il 
95enne Salvatore Masala, sono stati 
intervistati di fronte a un camino a legna    

ben caldo e con un bicchiere della   
loro preferita bevanda.   
Le formalità hanno oncluso 
interventi da Fausto, Ottavio e Paolo 
- Presidente della SCA.  
 

In forma di sintesi, Ottavio enfasò 
che il Progetto Emigrazione 
costruirà un racconto 
sull’immigrazione sarda in questo 
Paese nel secondo dopoguerra, 
evidenziando cosi’ il contributo de-
terminante che l’immigrazione italia-
na, e nello specifico quella sarda, ha 
dato alla crescita di questo Paese 

straordinario che in quel periodo stava 
costruendo il proprio presente e il proprio 
futuro, e il beneficio che la comunità 
sarda ha tratto dal questo rapporto con 
l’Australia".  
 

Fausto ha dichiarato che il libro che 
verrà pubblicato sarà un documento di 
grande importanza non solo per la nostra 
comunità in Australia far conoscere alle 
nuove  generazioni le difficoltà cui sono 
andati incontro i nostri emigranti 
arrivando dopo 35 giorni di navigazione.  
 

Paolo si è concentrato su ciò che ha 
detto pubblicamente in molte occasioni 
precedenti cioe, li immigrati di 
quell'epoca erano veri eroi, non c'era 
Internet, Cellulari, Soldi, Lingua, e in 
particolare l'emigrazione di quel tempo 
non era benvoluta dalla communità 
Australiana. Inoltre le difficoltà, il 
contributo e il successo 

'D�VLQLVWUD��*LRYDQQD�5XLX��3DROR�/RVWLD��
2WWDYLR�2OLWD��6DQGUD�6DED��*LRYDQQL�&KLJKLQH�H�
)DXVWR�=DQGD��6HGXWL��$XURUD�&KLJKLQH�H�
*LRYDQQL�6DOH� 

It always gives me great pleasure to com-
municate with you via this outstanding 
Newsletter, produced by our Editor Angelo 
Ledda, for what has now been 13 years.  
 

However, on this occasion I am going to 
be very brief as I am in no mood to glow, 
despite many obstacles and dwindling 
support, on the continued success of the 
SCA, because this edition reflects the 
announcement of what is the sign of the 
times, that is 4 bereavements.  
 

 In reference to these bereavements I 
extend my condolences to all of the fami-
lies involved, acknowledging that in addi-

tion many of us are dealing with serious 
medical conditions.  
 

Also, in this regard I wish Fausto Zanda, 
newly elected Consultore and Coordinator 
of Sardinian Associations in Australia and 
longtime President of the Queensland 
Sardinian Culture Club (Ulisse Usai), a 
speedy recovery from a serious heart 
operation.  
 

A big thank you to those who continue to 
support and attend SCA events, in partic-
ular those who have worked relentlessly 
towards the many activities and initiatives 
which have been reported in this Newslet-
ter.  
 

My contemplation for this occasion, ac-
knowledging that the last time I quoted 
the great man, Mahatma Gandhi, was in 
the March 2013 Edition of this Newsletter, 
I once again quote him as follows: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Till we next meet,  FORZA PARIS, 
FORZA MELBOURNE,                  
FORZA CAGLIARI & FORZA la SCA 

Paul Lostia 
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Archimede Camba, a valuable 
contributor to the SCA who served 
as Treasurer from 1992 to 1995 and 
President in 1996, passed away on 
31 May 2019 aged 96. 
 

Archimede was born in Cagliari and 
in 1948 arrived in Australia with his 
mother, Amelia and his sister Sandal-
ia to join his father Efisio who had 
migrated some 20 years earlier. 
 

Archimede was Secretary of the 
Wool Brokers’ Staff Association and 
together with other Staff Associa-
tions amalgamated to become the 
Finance Sector Union (FSU). He was 
regarded by the FSU as a very loyal 
member with a vibrant and engaging 
nature. 

He is survived by his wife Caroline, 
children Lisa, Michele and Adrian. 
 
Cornelia Deriu was born in Banari,  
Sassari on 10 March 1935 and passed 
away on 12 June 2019. 
 

Cornelia arrived in Australia in 1964 
to join Giovanni Antonio Deriu 
(Tony) and as promised, 12 days 
after her arrival Tony and Cornelia 
were married.  
 

While Tony had other family mem-
bers in Australia, Cornelia was the 
only member of her family here. 
 

Cornelia, together with Tony have 
been active Members of the SCA for 
many years and were an integral part 
of the S Ignazio Committee. 
 

She is survived by husband Tony, 
children Tony and Beniamino, their 
wives Antonella and Lorena and their 
families.    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Giovanni Marras was born in Sor-
radile (OR) in1928 and passed away 
on 25 May 2019 after a short illness.                                        
 

Giovanni, although officially not an 
SCA Committee Member, but during 
the late 80’s and 90’s he was a very 
important and valuable member of 
the SCA. 
 

Following his military service he 
worked in Belgium and some years 
later moved to Zurich, Switzerland to 
persue a career in hospitality where 
he received formal training.  
 

It was here that he met and later 
married a young Friulana, Elda Gruer. 
 

In 1970, together with their son 
Giancarlo (John) they moved to    
Melboune where they worked in the 
hospitality area most notably at 
Churchill Restaurant in Essendon. 
 

During this period Giovanni volun-
teered to help in the SCA kitchen 
where he cooked many wonderful 
meals for the large numbers that 
came along. 
 

Giovanni is survived by his son 
Giancarlo and grandchildren Oliver 
and Leia. 
 

Vincenzo Marino was born on       
20 January 1934 in Palermo Sicily and 
passed away on 21 July 2019. 
 

Vincenzo, met Iole Crovetti and they 
married in 1959. Together they de-
parted from Genova and arrived in 
Australia on 26 December 1960. 
 

Vince had a brother already in Mel-
bourne and for a short while they 
lived with him and eventually they 
built their home in Eltham. 
 

For many years Iole and Vince have 
been involved with the SCA. Iole was 
a member of the Committee and 
Vince was always there in support. 
Together they were active in prepar-
ing food and setting up for various 
functions. 
 

Vince is survived by his wife Iole and 
children Gary and Loana. 

In this issue the SCA acknowl-
edges the sad passing of four 
valued  Member’s. 
 

The SCA extends their deepest 
sympathy to all families. 
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Ph: 0418 891 285 
Media Partner 

 

Institute of Culture, Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry, Monash 
University, Victorian Multicultural 
Commission etc., all this due to it 
being a high quality contemporary 
publication.  
 

Since the establishment of the part-
nership with the SCA, Segmento 
has publicised the SCA in general, 
with particular reference to the 
SCA's 30th Anniversary celebrated 
in 2017, and more specifically it       
recently conducted a targeted pro-
motion of the SCA to its approxi-
mate 1,000 distribution base.        
 

On this occasion it is the SCA 
which is conducting a similar Seg-
mento promotional campaign by 
bringing to your attention that 
there are many outlets in Victoria 
and interstate where copies of the 
Segmento magazine can be ob-
tained. These can be ascertained by 
referring to Segmento's previously 
mentioned Website, something we 
also encourage you to do to find 
out much more about Segmento 
encouraging you to subscribe to 
this wonderful Magazine.  
 

Happy Reading.  
 

Paul Lostia            Daniele Curto 
SCA President                    Segmento                                
               Managing Director 

June 2017 edition of this newsletter 
reported that the SCA had formed a 
partnership with the Segmento Maga-
zine therefore, on this occasion we 
are pleased to be announcing the 
success and continuation of this   
collaboration.               
 

Segmento promotes itself as being 
‘unapologetically Italian’, which is a 
value and vision also shared by the 
SCA when it comes to celebrating 
the Italian culture in Australia. We 
are proud of this relationship as at its 
core is the aim to promote our    
beloved Sardinian and Italian culture 
to Italians and non Italians in         
Australia.  
 

Segmento's recently enhanced  web-
site - www.segmento.com.au will 
confirm that it continues to have 
many high profile endorsements, 
from such Institutions as Melbourne's 
Consulate General of Italy, Italian 

0HGLD�SDUWQHUVKLS�FRQWLQXHV Exchange Students meet 

SCA President, Paul Lostia was at Tulla-

marine Airport to welcome Alessandro 

Corda from Convitto Nazionale, Cagliari, 

the student selected to participate in the 

Marcellin College/Convitto Nazionale Stu-

dent Exchange program who arrived on 18 

July 2019.  

Also at the airport to welcome Alessandro 

was Matthew Broggian, the student from 

Marcellin College whose family will host 

Alessandro.  

Alessandro and Matthew have built a 

strong bond, particularly after having been 

selected by their respective Schools. They 

quickly got to know each other via Social 

Media. 

It was pleasing that at the event in recog-

nition of the SCA held on 20 August 2019 

at the Assisi Centre, gave many the op-

portunity to meet both boys. 

Their respective 6 week stay in Melbourne 

and Cagliari will include visits to Canberra 

and Rome. 

Alessandro Corda and Matthew Broggian. 


