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T he acoustic group Iskeliu, led by their founder Sandro Fresi, 
entertained us all at their Mel-
bourne concert which was held at 
the BMW Edge at Federation 
Square on Tuesday 20 February 
2007. Iskeliu took us back in time 
as they played the selected num-
bers on ancient instruments.  

Instruments that were built by the 
artists from various materials in-
cluding cane for the launeddas to 
goat skin for the percussion. The 
percussion also included a ceramic 
jug of African origin which, inciden-
tally, had a disastrous arrival in 
Australia. It travelled all the way 
from Sardinia without incident but 
on arrival at Sydney airport it was 
found to be broken, all this just   
2 days before their first concert at 
the Multicultural Festival in Can-
berra. A quick spot or two of glue 
and all was on track again. 

Iskeliu came to Australia primarily 
for the Canberra Festival and due 
to a former cultural attaché of the 
Italian Consulate in Melbourne, 
Renzo Sabatini, being very passion-
ate about Sardinian music, when 
the opportunity came to showcase 
a group from Italy, for Renzo there 
was no hesitation.  

The group, Iskeliu, comprised San-
dro Fresi on ‘ghironda’, and ‘cane 
organ’, Giuseppe Orru’ on 
‘launeddas’ and ‘benas’, Mario Loi 
on guitar and ‘bouzuki’, Tore 
Mannu on percussion and on  
vocals, Paola Giua. 

Their participation was made possi-
ble by invitation from the Italian 
Embassy in Canberra and with the 
help of the Italian Consulates and 
Italian Institutes of Culture they 
were able to travel to other Aus-
tralian States. 

The President of the SCA, Paul 
Lostia, welcomed the presence of 
the Italian Consul  Dr Francesco 

Hundreds at BMW Edge for  

I S K E L I U  C O N C E RT 

De Conno and his wife; the Director of 
the Italian Institute of Culture, Dr Simon-
etta Magnani and her assistant, Melissa 
Hardingham; Ricardo Schirru, Rete Italia; 
Gabriella Gommersal Hubbard, Il Globo; 
Alessandro Bertellotti, RAI/Videolina; 
Cristina Marras, Il Messaggero Sardo.  

In his introduction to the evening Paul 
said “The SCA is very proud to be here 
at the ‘BMW Edge’ in Federation Square, 
presenting this concert in close collabo-
ration with the Italian Institute of Culture 
and all the other Authorities”.   

He gave a special welcome to Sandro 
Fresi and the members of his group Iske-
liu for having made the journey ‘down 
under’ particularly acknowledging their 

work ethic given that after staging con-
certs in Sydney, Brisbane and now Mel-
bourne within a short time frame, they 
have agreed to stage, at short notice, a 
mini concert for the Italian aged at our 
Clubrooms at the Assisi Centre to-
morrow morning” (Wed. 21/02/07) 
He also made the point that “we of 
the SCA, as proud Australians of Italian 
origin, whilst representing a small sec-
tion of our multicultural community, 
presented evidence that (contrary to 
what many politicians in an election 
year are saying) Australia’s multicul-
tural policies have worked and it is 
wrong to discuss the merits or other-
wise of  multiculturalism in the context 
of the so called ‘war on terror’”. 

Iskeliu in Concert, from left, Sandro Fresi, Giuseppe Orru’, Tore Mannu, Mario Loi and Paola Giua. 

Sandro Fresi, founder of Iskeliu, with one 
of his many  unusual instruments.  

‘The Voice’ Paola Giua. 



With the launeddas  
Giuseppe Orru’ 

With Iskeliu, from left, Paul Lostia, Dr Simonetta Magnani, Dr Francesco De Conno and Mrs De Conno 
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ISKELIU CONCERT  
Continued from page 1 
 
Paul then thanked Paul Petran from 
ABC Radio, for his support in pro-
moting the concert through his vari-
ous ‘World Music’ radio programs, 
for his presence and for recording  
the concert for future airing on ra-
dio. 
Sandro Fresi said that he and his 
group Iskeliu were very happy with 
the welcome they had received and 
were thrilled that traditional Sardin-
ian music had attracted the atten-
tion of the ABC. 
Refreshments were provided at the 
end of the concert courtesy of the 
Italian Institute of Culture. 

Following their very successful con-
cert at the BMW Edge on Tuesday 
night, as promised, the group then 
entertained the residents at the As-
sisi Home for the Italian Aged with a 
mini concert. While the residents’ 
may not have understood the words 
to the songs, it was obvious that 
they enjoyed the concert with their 
enthusiastic applause.   

At the conclusion of the mini con-
cert the group were invited to visit  
the SCA clubrooms where they en-
joyed lunch prepared by the ladies 
of the SCA. 

 

Entertaining the residents at Assisi 

Members and simpatizzanti celebrate 

Sa die de sa Sardigna 
Once again this year, the Sardinian Cul-
tural Association has enthusiastically cele-
brated “Sa die de sa Sardigna”.  
This festival commemorates the 
“reawakening” of the Sardinian people, 
when they revolted on the 28th of April 
1794, against the domination of Piedmont 
in Sardinia by forcing the expulsion of the 
Piedmontese viceroy, Balbiano, from Sar-
dinia.  The revolt was spurred by the re-
fusal of the King, based in Turin, to rein-
state the basic rights of the people of 
Sardinia, which had been previously guar-
anteed by treaty. Since 14 September 
1993, when the Parliament of the 
Autonomous Region of Sardinia passed a 
law formally recognizing the festival, Sar-
dinians all over the word got together to 
celebrate Sa die de sa Sardigna.   
The Sardinians are proud of their history, 
language and culture and on this day cele-
brate the richness of their heritage, which 
has survived and flourished, perhaps de-

spite their struggles under the dominion of 
the many foreign invaders who were present 
on the island through the centuries, at-
tracted particularly by Sardinia’s natural re-
sources and strategic position.  
Today, to me it means, not only remember-
ing the past, but getting together with family 
and friends, Sardinians, and lovers of Sardinia 
and be grateful for the richness Sardinia has 
contributed to all our lives.  

‘It warmed my heart…’   
It was a lovely day! It warmed my heart to 
see the happy smiles on the people’s faces: 
looking around the hall at every table there 
were groups engaged in conversation, and 
smiles, enjoying the music, the nice home- 
made food and typical Sardinian sweets pre-
pared by the very dedicated ladies of our 
committee. It was pleasing to see this event 
so well supported, with close to 100 people 
present, including a number of the younger 
generation coming to this special event and 

above all, young families that came along 
with their children to celebrate the occa-
sion. 
I thank everyone for helping to make Sa 
die de sa Sardigna 2007 such an enjoyable 
day and above all by all concerned taking 
part in this important cultural event. 
 
JOE PIU (SCA Committee Member) 

Some of the ‘happy people’ celebrating ‘Sa 
die de sa Sardigna’ 



 
From the President… 

 
Dear Friends, 
 
It is with great pleasure to be communicating with you 
once again. I trust you and your families enjoyed a 
Happy and Safe Easter. 
 
Recognising that since the last Newsletter we have had 
a number of successful functions, namely the Iskeliu 
Concerts, St. Joseph’s feast BBQ, Pasquetta Picnic and 
Sa Die De Sa Sardigna lunch, I wish to thank all those 
who have supported these functions by assisting in the 
organizational aspects or by their attendance.  
 
I look forward to your continued support in the coming 
activities and encourage you to look out for them as 
announced in this Newsletter and our regular Bulletin. 
 
I also thank and congratulate Laura Piu, Susanna 
Hammet, Francesca Carta, Chiara and Jennifer Curcio, 
Frank and Liliana Raneri and Alison Close, who have 
formalized the ‘New Generation’ working group and 
have commenced planning activities, which we are all 
looking forward to, assuring this group the full  
support from the SCA. 
 
FORZA PARIS, FORZA SCA & FORZA CAGLIARI 
Paul Lostia 

 
From the Consultore… 
 
Cari amici, in questa occasione il “Messaggio del  
Consultore” e inserito dal Direttivo della nostra  
Associazione (SCA) a causa dal fatto che in questi ultimi 
tempi il nostro Consultore, Pietro Schirru, non si è 
trovato in buona salute, ed gli è stato necessario un  
elicato intervento chirurgico. 
 
Perciò e con estremo piacere che, a nome del SCA, 
sardi, famiglie e amici della Sardegna dello Stato del  
Victoria, auguriamo a Pietro un svelto e assoluto  
ricupero. Infatti e con piacere che, rimanendo in stretto 
contatto con la sua famiglia, possiamo confermare che 
Pietro e ben avviato nella strada del ricupero.  
 
Ci permettiamo di chiudere questi nostri saluti  
sottolineando a Pietro e la sua famiglia, che la SCA  
considera Pietro non solo il nostro Consultore dall’as-
petto ufficiale, e bisognia dire, un Consultore che svolge 
il suo lavoro con la massima dedicazione, mirato ad i 
risultati e con una grande passione per i Sardi dell’Aus-
tralia, ma lo consideriamo anche un nostro grande 
amico. 
 
Direttivo SCA   
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F r  M i c h a e l  L e d d a  c e l e b r a t e s  

40 YEARS A SALESIAN PRIEST 

S unday 18 March Fr Michael Ledda 
celebrated with family and friends the 

40th anniversary of his ordination to the 
Priesthood.  
After completing his Novitiate, Michael 
moved to Italy for Philosophy studies 
where he spent 2 years at Castellamare 
and a further 2 years at Salerno.  
Ordained on 20 March 1967 at Salerno,
present on the occasion were his Father, 
Giuliano, Mother, Giovanna Angela and 
uncle, Bro John Ledda, from Australia and 
his uncle Francesco and aunt Luisa from 
Venice. A very proud day for all, particu-
larly for his parents. He celebrated his first 
Mass in his hometown, Santulussurgiu,  
before returning to Australia.   

Theology studies in 1963 meant a return to 
Italy for another 2 years.  
During the following years Michael was at 
various Salesian schools including 6 years as 
Principal at St Joseph’s College in Ferntree 
Gully, a further 9 years as Principal at Brook-
lyn Park in South Australia before returning 
to Sunbury for 6 more years. He also served 
on the Salesian Council for 9 years including 
6 years as Deputy Provincial. Ordination day, 20 March 1967 

These days Michael is at Clifton Hill where 
he serves as a mentor to the young men 
studying to become Salesians but it does 
also give him time to pursue his interest in 
learning the Spanish language.  
Michael celebrated his 40th Anniversary 
Mass at St John’s Clifton Hill and was fol-
lowed by lunch at the Abruzzo Club. 
Incidentally, the first couple Michael mar-
ried on his return to Australia after his 
ordination were Joe & Marie Piu and 35 
years later also married their son Michael. 

Michael with his family,  
Back row: Claire, Frank, John, Albino, Elaine,
Angelo  
Front row: Colleen, Tony, Michael and Maria 

...and 40 years later, 18 March 2007 



I was neurotic for years. I was anx-
ious,  depressed and selfish, and eve-
ryone kept on telling me to change. 
Everyone kept telling me how neu-
rotic I was. 
And I resented them. And I agreed 
with them. And I wanted to change 
but I couldn’t bring myself to change 
no matter how hard I tried. 
Then one day, He said to me,  
“Don’t change. Stay as you are. It really 
doesn’t matter whether you change or 
not. I love you just as you are; I cannot 
help loving you!”  
Those words sounded like music to 
my ears: ‘Don’t change. Don’t change, I 
love you!’ 
And I relaxed. And I came alive. And, 
to my surprise, I changed! 
Now I know that none of us can 
really change until we find someone 
who will love us whether we change 
or not! 
Thank you for loving me just the way I 
am!  
 
QUOTE OF THE DAY: 
Do not preserve anything for a  
special occasion, remember that 
every day in our life is a special occa-
sion. 

SARDINIAN CULTURAL ASSOCIATION (Vic) Inc. 
PO Box 136 HEIDELBERG VIC 3084 AUSTRALIA 
Telephone: 61 3 9458 2614— Facsimile: 61 3 9431 3235 

EDITOR: Angelo Ledda 
Email: sardi.melbourne@bigpond.com 

Page 4 

    ‘Next Generation’‘Next Generation’‘Next Generation’‘Next Generation’    
     update     update     update     update    

Since the Next Generation ‘Incontru’ 
last November, we have formed a 
working party in order to plan some 
events relevant to the Next Genera-
tion. 
This working party consists of  
Francesca Carta, Jennifer Curcio,
Chiara Curcio, Susanne Hammet and 
Laura Piu.  
High on the agenda are a movie night 
in July, a culinary day trip to Pietro 
Porcu’s restaurant at Yarck, just past 
the Yarra Valley and some cooking 
classes with some of the experts in our 
community. We will keep you posted 
on these events. 
If you are interested in assisting us or-
ganise any of the above events, let us 
know and we will inform you of our 
next meeting. 
Angelo Ledda continues to do a great 
job as editor of ’Sa Oghe’ and wel-
comes your input. If you have any per-
sonal travel experiences to share, edu-
cational material, photographs or… 
anything Sardinian worthwhile sharing, 
please let Angelo know.  
 
Laura Piu 

OF  INTEREST TO  
SCA MEMBERS 

Did you, your parents, grandpar-
ents or other relatives marry by 
proxy and migrate to Australia? 
 
If this is the case you are invited to par-
ticipate in research that is being under-
taken by Monash University. 
The researchers are interested in inter-
viewing people who married by proxy 
and  migrated from Italy to Australia as 
well as their children and grandchil-
dren. 
If you would like to participate in this 
research contact Dr Susanna Scarparo  
Tel: 03 9905 2222 
Email:  
susanna.scarparo@arts.monash.edu.au 
 
 
 
Did you know … 
 
The Cancer Council has information, in  
Italian, on the following: 
• Finding Bowel Cancer early  

• Prostate Problems 

• Pap Smear 

• Hysterectomy 

• What is Cancer?, Cancer treat-

ment, Breast awareness for 
women. 

If you want further information on any 
of the above, you can call the Helpline 
13 11 20 
Email: enquiries@cancervic.org.au 
Internet: www.cancervic.org.au  
  

 

COMING EVENTS 
 

July 15 — 
 Lunch with home made wine and  
 salsiccie tasting competition 
 
July/August 
 ‘Next generation’ get-together.  
 Details to be advised. 
 
November 9,10,11 
 ‘Gitta’ to the Grampians in the Great 
 Western Region. 
 If you are interested in joining us for  
 this weekend there will be a non 
 refundable deposit of $50 per person 
 with full payment required by end of 
 September. Further information from 
  Iole Marino 9439 3329 or  
  Angelo Ledda 0418 330 573   
 More information will be sent prior to these   
 events. 

Sa Oghe 

Food for thought 
Don’t change 

Saville Hotel Group offers a range of 

apartment style accommodation 

throughout Australia. 

Freecall: 1300 139 323 

Www.savillehotelgroup.com 

 
Supporter of the Sardinian Cultural Association 

920 Lygon Street North Carlton 
(Cnr Richardson Street) 
Telephone: 9389 7000  

Supporter of the Sardinian Cultural Association 

WEB SITES OF INTEREST 
Region:  
    www.regione.sardegna.it 
Messagero Sardo: 
    www.ilmessaggerosardo.com 
L’Unione Sarda: 
    www.unionesarda.it  
Cagliari Calcio: 
    www.cagliaricalcio.net 


