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P articipants in the three-day conference (25 – 27 April) 
with 350 delegates from ‘the conti-
nent’ (Italy) and all parts of the world 
where  aggregations and associations 
of Sardinians exist, have marked the 
First International Conference on mi-
gration with its specific title 
‘Sardinians in the World’. 
 
An event strongly promoted by 
Romina Congera, the Assessore al 
Lavoro e alla Formazione Profession-
ale and expert in migration, the Con-
ference dealt with all the ramifica-
tions and issues associated with the 
phenomenon of migration. 
The Australian delegation was com-
prised of 10 delegates: Giuseppe 
Murtas, Flavia Marturana and Chris-

tian Loddo represented the Associazi-
one Sarda del Queensland; Fausto 
Zanda and Laura Maria Medda repre-
sented the ‘Ulisse Usai’ association 
from Brisbane; Paul Lostia and Fran-
cesca Carta represented the Sardinian 
Cultural Association, Melbourne; Ausi-
lia Palmas and Giovanni Pilu repre-
sented the Associazione Culturale e 
Sociale Sarda di Sydney with the Con-
sultore/Coordinator of Associations in 
Australia, Pietro Schirru. It needs to be 
stated that the Australian delegation 
excellently represented the various 
categories of migrants with five young 
people from the second generation or 
from new migration. 
 
In her introductory address, the Asses-
sore, Romina Congera, outlined clearly 
the new migration movements, inviting 
the assembly to deepen this aspect, 
bearing in mind – beyond the specifics 
of the Island – the complex phenome-
non of international migration. 
 
Present at the assembly was also the  
President of the Region, Renato Soru 
who greeted the assembly, followed by 
the Mayor of Cagliari, Emilio Floris, the 
Prefect, Salvatore Gulotta and the 
President of the Province, Graziano 
Ernesto Mila. 

 
Next the assembly heard various ad-
dresses on the topic ‘Sardinians in the 
World’. The institutions, the concept 
of associations and its culture. Speak-
ers followed one after another, the 
Secretary General of CGIE, Elio Car-
rozza; the member of the European 
Parliament, Giovanna Corda; Serafina 
Mascia on behalf of Associations in 
Migration; Franco Pittau from 
Raporto Migrantes; the editor of the 
Messaggero St Antonio, Luciano Sega-
freddo; Professor Cosimo Zene, lec-
turer in Anthropology at the Univer-
sity of London; the writer Maria Gi-
acobbe and through video, an address 
from the Nobel Peace Prize winner, 
A M Perez Esquivel. The various 
speakers, ably coordinated by Profes-
sor Paolo Fois of the University of 
Cagliari, were all able to deal with the 
three fundamental themes of this first 
session: the institutions, the notion of 
associations and culture. 
 
The theme for the second day was 
‘Sardinian Migration, old and current 
membership and new perspectives. 
Speakers on the theme came from 
representatives of countries in which 
there is no Federation of Associa-
tions. Each speaker dealt with situa-
tions existing in their own countries. 
In some cases there emerged strong 
criticism of complicated bureaucratic 
procedures and expectations with 
regard to accounting and financial 
contributions. During this session we 
heard also from the Consultore/
Coordinatore of Sardinian Associa-
tions in Australia, Pietro Schirru.  
 
He delivered to the assembly the 
greeting of Sardinians in Australia and  
gave a detailed report on the situa-
tion in that country, underlying the  
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I Sardi nel mondo 
Conferenza internazionale sull’emigrazione 
International conference of Sardinians in the World affirms Sardinia as a land of Peace and Brotherhood. 

From left: Fausto Zanda, Giovanni Pilu, the Hon. Romina Congera, Paul Lostia and Francesca Carta 
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How can I best describe Mr. Sebastiano Bel-
linzas. I have not met many people so honest 
and totally dedicated to his wife and children!  
He is indeed an exceptional citizen and credit 
to the Italian Government and the ‘Ideal’ 
migrant for the Australian Government. 
 
Marie Piu talks to Sebastiano Bellinzas 
 
  Sebastiano Bellinzas 
was born in Santu 
Lussurgiu, a small 
town in the island of 
Sardinia, on 9 July 
1915. During the sec-
ond world war, like 
all the young men of  
his age, he joined the 
Italian Army and was 
posted in Sassari 
(Sardinia). In 1939 in a town named Tor-
ralba he met Maria Luisa (Sisa).They fell in 
love and married in 1942. 
  After the war, Sebastiano took his wife 
to his home town Santu Lussurgiu, where 
he opened a business of shoe making and 
shoe repair.  
  The couple had three daughters : Lina, 
Maria and Antonia.  
  Sebastiano was working very hard in his 
business where he also employed 4 peo-
ple and an apprentice.  Unfortunately, in 
spite of his efforts, the business return 
was too meagre and he could not see any 
future for his family. After the war, there 
was a lot of unemployment, families lost 
the Government Allowances for returned 
soldiers and people  were struggling for 
cash. A lot of Sebastiano’s clients were 
asking to pay with what they could, some-
times offering cheese, eggs, etc. instead of 
cash. He felt sorry for them but that was 
not paying his employees or feeding his 
family.  
  After discussing the situation with his 
wife, it was decided that he would try 
Australian Migration, which meant that 
Sebastiano would go first to see for him-
self what the prospects were in Australia 
and to see if his family would be better off 
there.  
  On 2 September 1950 at 3pm, after 33 
days of sea voyage on the SS Napoli he 
arrived in Melbourne at the Victoria 
Docks.  Upon his arrival, he was picked 
up by Brother John  Ledda (a Salesian Lay 
Brother who was Angelo Ledda’s uncle).  
Brother John first took him to the Don 
Bosco Hostel in Brunswick and then they  
took a train to the Salesian College in  
Sunbury where the Principal was also a 
cousin of the Principal in the Salesian Col-
lege in Santu Lussurgiu.  There, for a 

while, Sebastiano took care of all the stu-
dent’s shoes until the Principal found him a 
job in a shoe repair shop in St.Kilda.   
  Unfortunately, due to the long distance 
he had to travel from where he lived and 
the frequent train strikes, he had to quit 
this job. He then found a job at   
D. Teodoro Shoes & Repairs in Brunswick 
where he worked for 30 years until his 
retirement.  
  He was missing his family terribly and 
was very worried that his youngest daugh-
ter, Antonia, whom he left at 15 months, 
would not even know him. He decided 
then, that seeing that the living conditions 
in Australia were pretty satisfactory, he 
should bring his family to Australia as soon 
as possible.  

  
His family arrived in Melbourne on 24 June 
1952, the day of their 10th  Wedding Anni-
versary. Imagine the emotion and joy of 
the entire family at their reunion.  
  The family settled very well. They made 
friends, the children went to school and 
Sisa was very good helping new migrants 
from Sardinia or other places for that mat-
ter, she used to help them settle down, 
showed them the way to affordable hous-
ing, work, shopping, schools, medical care 
etc…  
  The girls grew up, finished school, got 
employment, married and had their own 
children and now grandchildren. Unfortu-
nately on the  22 June 1999  his wife Sisa 
died. Now, Sebastiano is 92 years of age 
and is still involved with the Sardinian 
‘Circolo Pensionati’ (Pensioner’s Group)  
where he has been one of the original 
Committee Members. He was the first 
Treasurer of the ‘Sardinia Club’ now the 
Sardinian Cultural Association. Sebastiano 
still does his gardening and housework and 
is involved with his family and extended 
family. 
 
What do you think now : “is he not a 
‘Gentleman and a Scholar’! 
 

Addition to the 
Family  
Michael and Marisa Piu along  
with their daughter Emma are 
pleased to welcome Daniella 
Michaela to their family. 
Daniella was born on  
13 February 2008 and weighed 
3.404kg (7.8lb). 
All are doing well and 
Grandparents Marie & Joe are 
‘over the moon’. 
   

Sebastiano and great-grandchildren 



Page 3 Vol 3 No 2 Sa Oghe 

 
 
 

situation where the current genera 
tion of Sardinians face the challenge 
of finding new forms of associations 
which best suit a new generation and 
in particular of new Sardinians. Pietro 
Schirru also pointed out that, in addi-
tion to the already existing associa-
tions (two in Queensland and one 
each in Victoria and New South 
Wales), others are beginning to come 
to life, such as the one in Canberra, 
formed almost two years ago and 
waiting formal approval from the Re-
gion, one in Perth still in its initial 
stages and still one in progress of ap-
proval in Auckland New Zealand. 
Lastly, the Australian representative 

outlined the significant and specific  
themes which emerged from consul-
tations with delegates gathered at 
Cagliari such as ‘The Community, a 
value and a resource’, ‘Participation  
and Rights’, ‘Integration and Assis-
tance’, ‘Language and Culture’.  
The afternoon of the second day was 
assigned to the three sessions on the 
themes: 
1. Migrant Sardinia, belonging and 

global, 
2. Migration and role of institutions 
3. Youth and emerging migration. 
 
A valuable contribution was made by 
the Australian contingent, with speak-
ers Giovanni Pilu and Paul Lostia dur-
ing group sessions and Flavia Mariana 
during full assembly, where themes 
centred on ‘Experiences of work and 
life in migration’. 
 
On the last day of the International 
Conference we saw the presentations 
and conclusions of group sessions and 
a round table discussion on 
‘Migration, identity and rights of glob-
alisation’. 
 
The conclusion drawn by the Presi-
dent of the Region, Renato Soru actu-
ally turned the concept of conclusion 
upside down, making it a ‘starting 
point’ for a necessary and important 
analysis of new migration issues . In 
addition, Renato Soru assured the 
delegates that in the future all bu-
reaucratic processes would be simpli-
fied, while inviting everyone to find 
new ways of examining the situation 
of Sardinian migration. which consti-
tutes a new asset.    
 

 
FROM THE PRESIDENT  
 

Well its “Sa Oghe” time again! doesn’t 
time go quickly! 
 
Most of all I trust you and your families 
are well, those who have been unwell are 
on the road to recovery, sincere condo-
lences to those who have lost loved ones 
and congratulations to those who have 
enjoyed happy occasions such as wed-
dings, births etc., as detailed in this edi-
tion. 
 
Due to the extensive coverage of the 
‘Conferenza Internazionale 
sull’emigrazione’ in this edition, I will keep 
this month’s report brief.  
 
The Conference, the first held since 1989  
was represented by myself and Francesca 
Carta from the SCA, and was most 
interesting, rewarding , productive and in 
particular confirmed the strong ongoing 
commitment by the Region towards the 
Sardinian communities world wide . 
Extensive reporting will be included in the 
next edition of the Messaggero Sardo and 
the Region will, in due course, produce a 
detailed document outlining all 
discussions, recommendations and action 
plans. 
 
On behalf of the SCA, I thank Francesca 
Carta and the leader of the Australian 
delegation Pietro Schirru for the 
exemplerary and constructive manner in 
which they represented formally and 
informally our interests and in particular 
the constructive manner in which they 
were presented.  
 
At this point I thank all those who 
contributed by participating and 
organising the recent Sa Die De Sa 
Sardinia function on 27 April, in particular 
our ‘chefs’ Tonina Nolis & Iole Marino. 
Whilst I missed not being there, due to 
being at the previously mentioned 
Conference, it was great to be able to 
express my regards over the telephone/
microphone on the day.  
 
I look forward to seeing you at our next 
functions and in particular seek your 
support and that of your friends towards 
the ‘Due Isole - un Cuore’ exhibition 
which is being held at the Italian Institute 
of Culture from 12 June to 26 June, and 
the Gala Dinner Dance titled ‘Sentimental 
Return to San Remo’ to be held at San 
Remo Ballroom on 30 August 2008 and 
the weekend trip to Lakes Entrance on 
7,8 & 9 November 2008.  
 
It’s great to be back ‘home’ and as always 
FORZA PARIS & FORZA THE SCA 
 

Paul Lostia 

 

Pietro Schirru featured in the overhead 
screen during his address to the assembly. 

I Sardi nel mondo   Continued from page 1 

Paul Lostia and Pietro Schirru Pietro Schirru, Ausilia Palmas, Paul Lostia and 
Giuseppe Murtas 

Back Row: Pietro Schirru with Carmina Conte 
(second from left), Ausilia Palmas (third from 
left) and Pupa Tarantini (at  far right) 
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WEB SITES OF INTEREST 
Region:  
    www.regione.sardegna.it 
Messagero Sardo: 
    www.ilmessaggerosardo.com 
L’Unione Sarda: 
    www.unionesarda.it  
Cagliari Calcio: 
    www.cagliaricalcio.net 
Sardegna 
    http://it.wikipedia.org/wiki/sardegna 

 

 
Did you know…  
The Cancer Council has information. in 
Italian, on the following topics: 
   Finding Bowel Cancer early, 
   Prostate Problems, 
   Pap Smear, 
   Hysterectomy, 
   What is Cancer? Cancer Treatment  
   Breast Awareness for women. 
Further information on any of the above,  
call the Helpline 13 11 20 
Email: enquiries@cancervic.org.au 
Internet: www.cancervic.org.au 
 
Health Translations: 
www.healthtranslations.vic.gov.au 
An internet directory that links online 
multilingual health resources from Gov-
ernment departments and peak bodies. 
Searching for information is easy—by 
topic, language or both. 
 

Victims of Crime Helpline: 
1800 819 817 

COMING EVENTS 

June 12 - 24  — 
 ‘Due Isole Un Cuore’ exhibition 
at the Italian Institute of Culture      
July 20 —  
 Lunch with homemade Wine and 
 sausage competition 
August — 
 Sentimental Return to San Remo       
More information will be sent prior to 
these events. 

 
Local Sydney writer Salvatore Cocco, born 
in Benetutti (SS) on 2 April 1945, migrated 
to Australia many years ago and for over 
thirty years has tenaciously and generously 
promoted Sardinian culture through the 
written Sardinian word ‘limba’.   
The President of the SCA, Paul Lostia, 
quotes, “I first met Salvatore in 1997 when 
I had just commenced my Presidency and 
had travelled with our Vice-President for a 

meeting with the then committee of our  
Sydney equivalent, to seek their support 
for the Project ‘Scoprendo la Sardegna’. 
The end result was that Sydney did not 
participate in the Project. Nevertheless, 
the Project turned out to be extremely 
successful in Melbourne and Brisbane. A 
strong and valued friendship with 
Salvatore Cocco was formed from that 
day on”  
Even though Salvatore Cocco is no longer 
in the Committee of the Sydney Associa-
tion, the SCA has maintained a lasting 
relationship with him.   
During these years, Salvatore has written 
and donated to the SCA many books, 
highly acclaimed and formally recognized 
by the Sardinian media and authorities. 
The most prominent of these are: 
• 1998 - Su Libru e Franziscu; 
• 1999 - Australia e Sardigna Poesias; 

• 2000 - Benetutti Poesias, Modas & Mod 

ellos; 
• 2001 - Padre Pio, Fra Cecilio, Santa 

Rosa 
• 2003 - Samugheo; 

• 2005 - Benetutti Antigu; 

• 2006 - Nelson Mandella, Mabida Lota & 

Libertade (in Sardinian & English); 
• 2008 - Su Casteddu De Burgos  
With some of these publications, 
Salvatore has received some financial as-
sistance from Sardinian authorities, such 
as the ‘Comune of Benetutti’, but in the 
main these publications have been pub-
lished at his own expense. Salvatore ac-
knowledges and appreciates the moral 
support from the Sardinian Senator Pino 
Mulas, and in particular his many local and 
overseas friends,   
Should you wish to inquire or purchase 
any of Salvatore’s books this can be done 
via; 
� Massimo Cappai - Via Mazzini, 07010 

Benetutti (SS) Italia; 
� Rosalia Pulighe - Corso Coco Ortu, 

07010  Benetutti (SS) Italia; 
� Edicola Romolo Tilocca -Via Gram-

sci, 07010 Burgos (SS) Italia  

This article would not be complete with-
out a short message from Salvatore, in 
Sardinian of course, what else would we 
expect from a prominent writer in ‘limba’. 
 
“Gentile Burgos, sinzeru cheria ringraziare e 
peraulas d’oro, e profondu afetu da su coro e 
totu s’antiga Sarda simpatia, Romolo Tilocca 
e signora Maria chent’annos passen a gustu 
issoro, in salude fortuna e tantas lodes unidos 
a fizos fizas e nebodes” 
 
Well done Salvatore, you should be 
proud, as we are, of your contribution.  

A salute to Salvatore CoccoA salute to Salvatore CoccoA salute to Salvatore CoccoA salute to Salvatore Cocco    


