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F or some it had been years since their return to the San 
Remo Ballroom. During the 

1960’s and ‘70s in Melbourne, this 
Carlton establishment symbolised 
freedom, friendship, laughter, love 
and warm memories. 
 
So on 30 August, the flood of well-
groomed, eager guests was not sur-
prising. The night was filled with brief 
and lengthy conversations, surprise 
reunions and for many, a resurge of 
moments in times past. 

In true style guests populated the 
dance floor; you were lucky to even 
have your own inch of the floor to 
shuffle on. The night was truly a suc-

pear that ‘Back to San Remo’ was 
more than a return, with many 
guests declaring their attendance ‘for 
the next one.’ 
 
Many thanks must be made to all the 
supporters of ‘Back to San Remo’ 
Gala evening. Foremost our gener-
ous sponsors who donated not only 
their time and energy, but some in-
credible prizes.  
 
A big thank you to: Loana Marino,  
Signora Alma C, John Portelli and 
Marco Di Santo from Enoteca  
Sileno, Profile - by Pino Curcio,  
 

Continued on page 2 

cess by providing what it endeav-
oured to do - a nostalgic return, 
where for many it all began.  
 
With so many smiles and dream 
stares whilst dancing with loved ones, 
it would be clear even to an outsider 
that there was no other place these 
guests would rather have been. 
 
Soireed by the energetic delivery of 
Gianni Turcio’s Big Band with 
Roberto Severini on Base Guitar; eve-
ryone happily remembered and em-
braced the music that shaped their 
young adulthood.  
 
With many whispers articulating their 
gratitude for the event, it would ap-

Back to...San Remo 

Successful return to San Remo Ballroom 

Members of the Next Generation Working Group enjoying the evening. 
From left: Mark Vernar, Laura Piu, Francesca Carta and Jennifer Curcio 
(inset). 

The young and the young at heart dancing the night away. 
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Bon Foods, Piedimonte Supermar-
kets, The Assisi Ladies Committee,  
Mediterranean Wholesalers, Crivelli 
Fine Coffee, Costante Imports, Pan-
talica Cheese Company, Il Globo, 
Gabriella G. Hubbard, Rete Italia, Ri-
cardo Schirru, Italian Institute of Cul-
ture, SBS Radio, Saverio Minutolo and 
Bruno Mastricciani. 
  

Above, The Director of the Italian Institute of  
Culture, Dott.ssa Simonetta Magnani, with  
Ricardo Schirru, Master of Ceremonies.. Also 
pictured are Mrs Pina Vitale, original owner 
of San Remo Ballroon, Bruno Mastricciani 
and Paul Lostia, President of the SCA 
 
At left, pictured with members of the SCA 
Committee, their partners and members of 
the Next Generation Working Group are 
John and Rosemary Portelli (Front right)  
Ricardo Schirru at back and Bruno Mastric-
ciani at left . 

 
FROM THE PRESIDENT  
 
Given that it was only a couple of weeks 
ago, I wish all fathers and the male endan-
gered species in general, a happy Fathers 
Day, trusting that your families treated 
you well on the day which, after all is the 
least we males deserve. 
 
As they say in the classics – there is al-
ways a first time, and on this occasion it is 
the fact that this edition of ‘Sa Oghe’ is 
technically late. Well! Let me assure you 
that it is not because of any sloppy work 
from the Editor, Angelo Ledda, but be-
cause since the last edition all in the 
Committee and in particular Angelo and 
Iole Marino have been devoting an im-
mense amount of time towards the re-
cently (30 August 2008) held San Remo 
Gala Evening  and ‘Sa Oghe’ has had to 
take a second priority. 
 
I am pleased to confirm that with regards 
to the San Remo function that, as widely 
reported in the media, it turned out to be 
an outstanding event in terms of partici-
pation and content. We once again 
showed our proven ability to organize 
quality events with a significant cultural 
and historical meaning to the community 
at large which, whilst not having being the 
prime objective, also returned a healthy 
profit. 
 
The event also represented a close col-
laboration between the SCA and mem-
bers our ‘Next Generation’ therefore, in 
view of this I thank the working group  

 
made up of Francesca Carta, Jennifer 
Curcio, Laura Piu, Giuseppe Piu, Angelo 
Ledda, Iole Marino and the well known 
singer of the San Remo era Bruno Mas-
tricciani who provided ‘consulting’ advice. 
 
I thank the members of the SCA who 
made the special effort to attend and all 
those who donated the numerous (17 in 
total) quality raffle prizes. In particular I 
thank our supporters of many years John 
Portelli and Marco Di Santo of Enoteca 
Sileno and Gabriella Gommersall-
Hubbard, Ricardo Schirru (also our MC 
on the night) and Saverio Minutolo for 
the outstanding media support prior and 
post the function. 
 
We should all be proud of this success 
because it was an extremely risky venture 
and, whilst unsuccessfully attempted by 
the SCA on prior occasions, no one in 
the community, even those with strong 
financial backing, has had the courage to 
proceed with it. 
 
Unfortunately since the last edition there 
has continued to be deaths and illness in 
many families therefore, whilst I trust 
most of you and your families are well, 
for those who have been unwell and have 
lost loved ones, I wish you a speedy road 
to recovery as well as expressing sincere 
condolences. We look forward to you 
returning to our functions once you are 
in a position to do so, fully understanding  
your circumstances. 
 

 
I encourage you to keep a close eye on 
our up and coming functions as 
communicated to you via this publication 
and the less formal ‘Il Solito – Su Solidu’ 
Bullettin, in particuler seeking your 
support towards the trip to Lakes 
Entrance on 7, 8 & 9 November 2008. 
 
In closing I take the liberty to leave you 
with the following brief message (written 
by past Chief Police Commissioner the 
late Frank Green, with a few additions on 
my part) which we should all keep in 
mind as we go about our day to day busy 
schedule, be it family, work, social or re-
tirement related: 
 
“It takes a real effort to keep from being 
consumed with the daily comings and go-
ings of life in this crazy modern techno-
logical age, but it’s a goal which we should 
all strive toward. 
 
“We should take time and we should 
make time to hold hands, to say a kind 
word now and then and to make time for 
giving and sharing. 
 
“More importantly we all should take the 
time to get back to the basics of life, par-
ticularly the love for each other, remem-
ber that technology was supposed to give 
us more time to do this ! ” 
 
I look forward to seeing you at out next 
functions and as always -  
FORZA PARIS & FORZA the SCA 
 

 PAUL LOSTIA – PRESIDENT 

 
Last, but by no means least, our 
thanks extends to our hard-working 
members who contributed selflessly 
to make the night the truly successful 
return to San Remo that it was. 
 
To the next one… 
 

Story: Jennifer Curcio  
Photos: Joe Piu 
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DUE ISOLEDUE ISOLEDUE ISOLEDUE ISOLE————UN CUOREUN CUOREUN CUOREUN CUORE    
Seminar and exhibition launched 

T he function room at Italian Insti-tute of Culture (IIC) was filled to 
capacity for the launch of the ‘Due 
Isole - Un Cuore’ on Wednesday 11 
June 2008. 

  Following the introduction by the 
Director of the Institute, Simonetta 
Magnani, Paul Lostia, President of the 
SCA, also welcomed everyone and in 
particular thanked the Consul Gen-
eral, Dott. Francesco De Conno and 
his wife Yukiko and representatives 
of Deakin University for their pres-
ence.    

  Paul Lostia highlighted the reason 
for the evening’s event, ‘Due Isole - 
Un Cuore’ being the work/research 
of Lucia Lancellotti and Maria Zeiss 
the recipients of the final two ‘SCA - 
Monash Prato Travelling Scholarship’. 
This was an initiative of the SCA but 
it was presented in collaboration with 
Italian Institute of Culture and the 
‘Famiglia Siciliana’ and noted that this 
event was not the SCA’s first time at 
the Institute but are nevertheless 

proud to be there and thanked the 
Director, Simonetta Magnani for 
agreeing to endorse the event par-
ticularly as such support is only given 
to events of notable quality. 

  One previous such event was 
‘Images of Sardinia through Australian 
Eyes’ which was presented by the 
first three recipients of the 
‘Scholarship’, Alison Close, Kari Hen-
rikson and Brenda Runnegar in 2005.  

  Paul Lostia recalled that at the time 
the announcement was made that the 
SCA was awarding these 
‘Scholarships’, there had been some 
criticism in some sections of the Ital-
ian community who said that the SCA 
had ‘got into bed with the Austra-
lians’. Paul said “I found that getting 
into bed with the Australians was a 
strange comment to make and it did-
n’t make any sense to me”. 

  Paul went on to say “… ‘getting into 
bed’ with someone, even ‘the Austra-
lians’ in this case is highly recom-
mended because ’getting into bed’ is 

usually a pleasant experience, that is; 

• You cuddle up and get a good 

night’s sleep; 

• You can have a ’romping good 

time and leave it at that, and 

• You can have a ’romping’ good 

time and produce wonderful off-
spring. 

  In our case, ’getting into bed’ has 
been pleasant because it has pro-
duced such wonderful recipients of 
the SCA - Monash Prato Travelling 
Scholarship”. 

  The agreement with Monash Uni-
versity was recently terminated and 
the SCA has been extremely happy 
with the results and the support re-
ceived from Monash University. This 
decision was made so as to direct the 
SCA’s limited resources towards the  
project of researching, documenting 
and publishing in book form, the his-
tory of Sardinian Immigration in Vic-
toria. This project is in collaboration 
with the Italian Australian Institute.  
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COMING EVENTS 
 
October 12  
 Mass for San Ignazio da Laconi 
  
October 19 
 Lunch for San Ignazio 
  
November 7,8,9  
 Weekend at the Grampians 
 
More information will be sent prior to these 
events. 

Sa Oghe 

920 Lygon Street North Carlton 
(Cnr Richardson Street) 
Telephone: 9389 7000  

 
Supporter of the Sardinian Cultural Association 

WEB SITES OF INTER-
EST 
Region:  
    www.regione.sardegna.it 
Messagero Sardo: 
    www.ilmessaggerosardo.com 
L’Unione Sarda: 
    www.unionesarda.it  
Cagliari Calcio: 
    www.cagliaricalcio.net 
Sardegna 
    http://it.wikipedia.org/wiki/sardegna 

Antonia Carta Salaris celebrates her birthday 

Antonia Carta Salaris, surrounded by her family 
of 5 children, 10 grandchildren and 12 great-
grandchildren celebrated her 87th birthday on 15 
June 2008. 
Antonia, born in Santulussurgiu in 1921 left Sar-
dinia in 1954 bound for Australia with her four 
children Antonio, Giulia, Bonaria and Giuseppe. 
Maria, the fifth child was born in Australia. to join 
her husband, Raffaele Salaris who had migrated 2 
years earlier in 1952 ,  
Raffaele died in 1992 at  81 years of age. 
It is interesting to note that at home they all 
speak in Sardinian language.  

Antonia Carta Salaris (centre) surrounded by her family. 

ITALIAN GOVERNMENT AWARD  TO  

AUSILIA ENNA PALMAS 

Italian Consul General for NSW Benedetto 
Latteri presents the award to Ausilia Palmas. 

  The Italian Government bestowed  
Ausilia Enna Palmas the award Cava-
liere of the Order of Merit of the Ital-
ian Republic. The award was in recog-
nition of her great voluntary work 
over many years with the Sardinian 
community and the Italian community 
in general. 

  Accepting the award, Ausilia said 
that she would dedicate it to the 
memory of her father, Giovanni Enna, 
who had for many years worked as a 
volunteer himself and had been 
awarded a Gold Medal in recognition.  

  In 1959, at the age of 22, Ausilia left 
Sardinia for Australia to join her hus-
band Diego. 
  Ausilia was a founding member of 
the Sardinian Association in Sydney 
and has held various positions on the 
Committee for most of those years 
and was responsible for organising 
the first Sardinian folk dancing group 
who went on to perform at the Syd-
ney Opera House during the Italian 
Festival. 

Ausilia also has an important role 
with the National Association Italo/
Australian Women as well as  
Co. As. It. volunteer to the elderly in 
hospice care. 

  Ausilia and Diego have 3 children 
and 2 grandchildren. 

During a recent visit to Melbourne Ausilia 
and Diego met with some members of the 
SCA for dinner at a local restaurant. 


