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W orld acclaimed muralist, Giorgio Polo, is set to arrive 
in Melbourne on his Australian tour 
to paint a mural in each of the cities 
of Melbourne, Sydney and Brisbane. 
Giorgio will arrive in Melbourne on 

14 March and will remain in 
Melbourne for 25 days while he 
works on this important project. 
Giorgio was born in Cagliari and is 
noted for his ability to work with 
local communities particularly young 
people in the realisation of his 
projects. 
 
This Project, 'Dove fiorisce il  
Rosmarino' – where the rosemary 
flowers – (a song title by Fabrizio De 
Andre' dedicated to Sardinia), is an 
initiative of the Sardinian Cultural 
Association with the assistance of 
former Italian Consulate, Melbourne, 
Project Officer, Renzo Sabattini, (now 
at the Italian Consulate, Sydney) and 
was proposed to the Autonomous 
Region of Sardinia way back in 2006 

MURALIST  PROJECT  A  REALITY 
‘Dove Fiorisce il Rosmarino’ - Where the Rosemary flowers 

and funding was finally approved late 
in 2008. 
 
The SCA has received the generous 
support of Banyule Council, the 
Italian Institute of Culture,  Mia Mia 
Aboriginal Art Gallery.   
 
Students from the Marcellin College 
in Bulleen and some local indigenous 
artists will assist Giorgio with the 
mural. 
 
The official launching of the Project 
will be on Monday 16 March 2008 
and the 'unveiling' of the mural will  
take place on Monday 6 April at a 
function hosted by the Banyule 
Council. 
 
Giorgio will also present a confer-
ence and photographic Exhibition on 
Tuesday 17 March at the Italian Insti-
tute of Culture ‘Dove Fiorisce il Ros-
marino - La Pittura Sarda agli an-
tipodi’. 
 
The photographic exhibition will re-
main open for viewing at the Institute 
until Friday 3 April.   
 
Giorgio's murals have been painted in 
places such as Bessude in Sardinia, 
Nicaragua in South America, Belgium 
and many other cities and towns 
around Europe and South America 
and now we are privileged to have 
some in Australia and particularly one 
in Rosanna, a suburb in the 
Municipality of Banyule. 
 
 Mural, painted in 1994 in Bessude (Sardinia) based on the theme of bushfires.  

The proposed mural for the Melbourne site in Rosanna 
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Sunday 15 February 2009 at the SCA's 
Clubrooms, President, Paul Lostia,  said 
“...it has been another wonderful and 
eventful year for the SCA and that we 
should all be proud of our achievements”. 
He said that it was a pleasure to be 
involved with such an active Association, 
one that is extremely proud of having  a 
long standing and binding relationship of 
common trust with members of the 
Aboriginal Community in Victoria.  
 
Paul welcomed the many members pre-
sent and the special guests including  
Cav. Sauro Antonelli, President of COM.
IT.ES, Melbourne; Pietro Schirru, 
Consultore/Coordinatore Circoli Sardi in 
Australia, his wife Maria Luisa and Fr An-
drea Bellia, Chaplain to the Assisi Centre. 
 
“We have continued to face the same 
challenges as other voluntary 
Associations, but I'm sure that we will 
meet these challenges as long as we 
remain united and remember that 
belonging to an Association such as ours, 
is working as a team, respecting each 
other and promoting the traditional and 
contemporary culture of Sardinia and its 
people as good Australian citizens of 
Sardinian/Italian origin”. 
 
Paul thanked his Committee for their 
dedication and support and the support 
of the Members and simpatizzanti which 
enabled the Association to organise highly 
successful cultural and community based 
activities of interest to Sardinians and non 
Sardinians.  
Special highlights were 'Due Isole-Un 
Cuore' seminar and art exhibition at the 

Italian Institute of Culture, the very suc-
cessful 'Back to San Remo Ballroom' Din-
ner Dance and the ongoing financial com-
mitment to the SCA/Assisi Centre spon-
sorship and the SCA/Italian Australian 
Institute Scholarship researching Sardinian 
Immigration into Victoria  and thanks to 
the researcher, Saverio Minutolo and the 
hands-on support of Prof. Piero Genovesi 
the research is progressing well. 
 
The continued participation of the 'Next 
Generation' working group, Jennifer 
Curcio, Laura Piu and Francesca Carta 
was also very pleasing, once again organis-
ing attendances to the Lavazza Italian Film 
Festival and providing great assistance to 
the General Committee resulting in the 
great success of the 'Back to San Remo' 
Dinner Dance.  
 
Paul also highlighted the fact that one of 
the 'Next Generation' working group, 
Jennifer Curcio, was selected by the 
working group to represent the SCA at 
the 'Giovani Italiani Australia' Conference 
held in the Gold Coast in September 
2008. As a result of her participation, 
Jennifer was one of six Victorians selected 
as part of the Australian delegation to the 
'Giovani Italiani nel Mondo' conference 
that was held in Rome in December 2008.  
Jennifer's very detailed and informative 
report is included as an insert with this 
edition of 'Sa Oghe'. 
 
The Consultore, Pietro Schirru reported 
on the activities of the ‘Consulta’ and the 
‘Region’s’ funding program which was 
approved last year. He congratulated the 
SCA and the Committee on their organi-

sation and suggested that the structure of 
the SCA could be a model for other As-
sociations to follow. 
 
Cav. Sauro Antonelli presented some 
statistics on the issue of the Italians re-
quiring Aged Care. He also encourages 
the SCA to think about the relevance of 
’Clubs’ in the future unless they plan 
ahead for future generations.  
Sauro and Paul then ’cut the symbolic 
ribbon’ to officially launch the SCA’s web 
site.   
The web site was designed and created 
by, as she said, an ’adopted Sardinian’ 
Audrey Cook and she then proceeded to 
demonstrate and explain how the site 
worked and all the available links.   

23rd Annual General Meeting of the Sardinian Cultural Association and the President, Paul Lostia says, 

“Yet another very eventful year for the SCA” 

FROM THE PRESIDENT  
 
I trust you and your families have enjoyed 
a happy and safe festive season.  
 
Once again I thank all those who attended 
our recent AGM and have supported the 
SCA over many years; it was also great to 
see our 'new arrivals' and special guests, 
in particular Dott. Stefano Fossati, 
Director of the Italian Institute of 
Culture; Cav. Sauro Antonelli OA, 
President of COM.IT.ES. Melbourne; and 
our Consultore Pietro Schirru. 
 
The events of the past year and those 
planned for this year were well covered 
at the AGM and in the feature article of 
this edition of our newsletter therefore, I 
will not repeat them other than to 
highlight that we should all be proud that 
our website has been launched and in 

March we will be visited by the 
internationally renowned Sardinian 
Muralist Giorgio Polo, for these two 
important Projects we thank our valued 
member Audrey Cooke and the Region.  
 
As I proudly and humbly embark on my 
13th year as your President, I 
acknowledge the newly elected 
committee, including past committee 
members who have continued to serve 
our community with great dedication 
over a long period of time, I also thank 
you for the continued support shown 
towards them, which has contributed to 
the SCA being one of the most culturally 
active, vibrant and relevant community 
focused Associations in Australia. 
I also thank the continued support from 
our sponsors, local and Italian media, 
Italian & Australian authorities, the Region 
and our Consultore, Pietro Schirru. 

 
As you may recall last year I included in 
my report a new years resolution which 
basically encouraged you to make good 
use of time and that 'quality time' was a 
myth. Therefore, as we tackle the 
challenges that confront us in 2009 (e.g. 
Economic, Political & Religious based 
Conflicts, Environmental and those of our 
own lives) I encourage you to focus and 
concentrate at all times on what unites us 
and not on what divides us, for example a 
partially filled glass of water should be 
viewed as half full not half empty, our 
immediate family is important but so is 
the community, don’t think that the 
catastrophes or bad news stories we see 
and read on TV and in the papers are all 
that happens in the world, a lot of 
unreported good also happens. 
 

Continued on page 3 

Audrey Cook, Paul Lostia, Sauro Antonelli and 
Pietro Schirru launch the web site. 

The youngest 
‘participant’ at 
the AGM,  
Lily Murgia was 
there with her 
father Giancarlo. 
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itself to survive. We need not fear this 
fact of life as the SCA in many ways has 
commenced this process, with the first 
Planning Day held long ago at 
Donnybrook in 1995 which has continued 
on a biannual basis, in addition the launch 
of our website and success of our 'Next 
Generation' working group are also two 
important parts of this re-invention. I am 
sure that the Planning Day scheduled later 

FROM THE PRESIDENT Continued 
 
I think the above is extremely important 
as we, as individuals, our families and the 
SCA face the challenges of 2009 and 
beyond. 
 
We have been aware for some time that 
with the ageing of the community the 
SCA will need in many ways to re-invent 

this year, particularly with input from our 
'new arrivals', will come up with further 
achievable 'Action' Plans to ensure the 
survival and continued success of the 
SCA.   
 
As always, 
FORZA Paris & FORZA the SCA. 
 
Paul Lostia  
 

Originally from Sassari in Sardinia, 
Alberto Tola has been living in Australia 
since 1995. A full time jewellery maker of 
8 years, Alberto originally worked for I.S.
O.L.A (Istituto Sardo Organizzazione 
Lavoro Artigiano) in Sardinia – an 
organization that protected Sardinian 
artifacts and traditional works. Some of 
these artesan works included: ceramics, 
jewellery, traditional wooden masks, 
Sardinian knives and objects made from 
Sughero. On top of this, Alberto not only 
collected, but also curated the artifacts; 
organizing all the show rooms and the 
Organizations’ key exhibitions. 
In fact, arriving in Australia, and then 
diverting to jewellery making was 
unintentional. At the end of a long hot 
summer, and missing a boat headed for 
the Caribbean, Alberto decided to come 
to Australia on a whim to visit an Aunt in 
Melbourne. He arrived speaking not a 
word of English, and never intended to 
stay forever. Then slowly learning the 
language on his own and realizing that to 
remain in Melbourne would provide him 
with a better future, he simply hasn’t 
looked back. 

Albeto’s passions: Good food, cooking, 
motorbike riding, camping and water 
sports. 
 
From Artifacts to Artisan: After 
completing an Arts and Events Diploma in 
Jewellery Silversmithing at TAFE, which 
was a rewarding and hands-on 
experience, Alberto was given the chance 
to get to know the industry properly. 
Working from home for several years, 
Alberto finally opened up his own studio 
in Seddon about four and a half years ago 
where he stocks the works of other local 
jewelers, as well as his own. Working 
busily almost solely on commission-based 
work, he generally doesn’t produce 
excess stock. This rare approach really 
emphasizes the beauty of his distinct 
artesan work, and the craft of producing 
pieces carefully and expertly. 
 
Alberto on Australia and 
Melbourne: Alberto loves the Australian 
mentality. One of his first feelings was 
that “there was no pressure, and that it is 
a safe environment. It is true that it is the 
land of opportunity.” Melbourne to him is 

a beautiful city – 
“it’s close to the 
water, there’s a 
variety of cultures, 
it’s a melting pot 
and so easy to live 
in. You don’t need 
money to enjoy the 
attractions.” 
He has achieved so 
much here, and 
things will only get 
better for Alberto 
with his list of future 
plans including: a 
solo exhibition, and 
annual group shows, 
as well as teaching 

private TAFE based jewellery 
silversmithing classes. 
 
Alberto’s knowledge, warmth and skills 
make him a true asset not only to the 
Sardinian and Italian community, but also 
the wider Melbourne community. 
 
Whether it’s an old piece of jewellery just 
sitting at home waiting to be redesigned, 
or if you’re wanting to make an 
impressionable gift for your next special 
occasion, Alberto will work with you to 
create exactly what you have in mind.  
 
 

STUDIO TOLA 
Contemporary Jewellery Designer 
101 Charles Street  
SEDDON VIC 3011  
P/F:     9687 5066 
W:     http://www.studiotola.com.au 
E:       studiotola@hotmail.com 
 
 
 

Story and photos by Jennifer Curcio 

Jennifer Curcio talks to 

Alberto Tola   
the Sardinian artisan jeweller who calls Melbourne home. 
 

A small selection of Alberto’s creations 

Alberto in his workshop. 
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COMING EVENTS 
 
March 15  
 Lunch in honour of S. Giuseppe   
March 17 
 Official launch of Muralista Project 
 ‘Dove Fiorisce il Rosmarino’             
April 6  
 Inauguration of Muralista Project  
April 13  
 Easter Picnic at Birrarung Park  
April 26 
 Lunch for ‘Sa Die De Sa Sardigna’  
May 17 
 Lunch for Mothers Day  
 
More information will be sent prior to these 
events. 

 

Sa Oghe 

920 Lygon Street North Carlton 
(Cnr Richardson Street) 
Telephone: 9389 7000  

 
Supporter of the Sardinian Cultural Association 

WEB SITES OF INTEREST 
Region:  
    www.regione.sardegna.it 
Messagero Sardo: 
    www.ilmessaggerosardo.com 
L’Unione Sarda: 
    www.unionesarda.it  
Cagliari Calcio: 
    www.cagliaricalcio.net 
Sardegna 
    http://it.wikipedia.org/wiki/sardegna 

 
 

The above quotation, is very appro-
priate for the union of two people 
that has lasted for fifty years.  Of 
course, in this case, the foundation is 
true love and commitment on both 
sides. 

Benito and Toia were born in Banari, 
Sardinia.  They went to the same 
school and as they were growing up 
fell in love and got engaged.  Later 
Benito heard that in Australia he 
could provide a better life for his wife 

and future family. So after consulting  
 
with each other, they decided that he 
would leave for Australia first then 
call for Toia to join him.  Hence, he 
left Sardinia and came to settle in 
Melbourne. 
 
Two years later Toia followed him 
and they married in St. Thomas’ 
Catholic Church in Blackburn on the 
20 December 1958 and exactly a year 
from that date on the 20 December 

 
 
‘Domo senza fundamentu non durat centu seculus’ 
A home without foundation does not last a hundred centuries 
 
Benito and Toia Cordedda celebrate their  

‘Golden Wedding’ Anniversary 
1959 their first son, Mario, was born. 
They now have three sons: Mario, 
John and Leo, all married with two 
children in each family, which makes 
Benito and Toia grandparents of five 
boys and one girl. 
 
Their Golden Wedding Anniversary 
was celebrated at an Italian restau-
rant, ‘Casa Vini’ where everyone, old 
and young, ate, drank, danced and 
had a marvelous time. 

‘A chen’tannos cun salude caros 
Benito e Toia!’ 
‘To one hundred years in good health 
dear Benito & Toia!’ 
 

Story by Marie Piu 

A little bit of humour ... 

Signs you’re getting older… 
• Everything hurts and what doesn’t hurt doesn’t work; 

• You sit in a rocking chair and can’t get it going; 

• You sink your teeth into a steak and they stay there; 

• You know all the answers but nobody asks the questions. 


