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The Sardinian Cultural Association is 
an Association engaged in all aspects 
of its community but, thanks to the 
efforts of President Paul Lostia, it is 
also a strong promoter of both its 
people and culture. 
 

During his trip to Italy, Steve Her-
bert, who is a supporter, Member of 
Parliament for the seat of Eltham and 
Parliamentary Secretary for Educa-
tion, made a special visit to Sardinia, 
in order to seek greater contacts and 
stronger links between Victoria and 
the beautiful island. 
 

“The object of my visit”, declared 
Steve Herbert, “was to explore the 
possibility of further educational visits 
and cultural exchanges between Sar-
dinia and Victoria, in order to get to 
know each other at a deeper level by 
immersing oneself in the daily life of 
the people, rather than at the superfi-
cial level of a tourist”. Steve was able 
to state this after initially visiting 
many secondary schools in Cagliari, 
including its Secondary Government 
School where Principal, E Porcu-Satta 
greeted him with enthusiasm. He also 
visited the Technical-Nautical Insti-
tute Buttari from Cagliari, where he 
exchanged ideas and information with 
Principal Prof Giovanni De Santis. 
 

“As a whole my mission has been 
very useful to me in understanding 
the Italian School System and its 
scene, given that not many Parliamen-
tarians choose to visit this most en-
chanting island”. 
 

During his visit Steve Herbert also 
met with Beni Culturali, Assessore of 
Public Education and with Maria Lucia 
Baire, responsible for Information and 
Entertainment of the Autonomous 
Region of Sardinia. Maria Lucia ex-
pressed her enthusiasm at the possi-
bility of developing cultural exchanges 

between the two governments, with 
a view of creating study opportunities 
beneficial to both students and teach-
ers. 
 

The Sardinian Cultural Association of 
Victoria was also singled out for its 
outstanding role within the commu-
nity not only in its efforts to encour-
age the preservation of the Sardinian 
language and its culture but also in 
promoting the island in all its various 
aspects. 
 

“It was a very satisfying visit. I have 
returned with many delightful memo-
ries of this picturesque island and its 
most hospitable inhabitants and at the 
same time enriched with many new 
ideas and projects which will favour 
even closer ties and more active col-
laboration. 
 

The program for Steve Herbert's visit 
to Sardinia was arranged by the SCA 
with the assistance of Dott Aldo 
Aledda, Senior Official in the Asses-

 

Steve Herbert MP Member for Eltham, Parliamentary Secretary for Education in Meetings with  
Authorities, Teachers and Principals for High and Technical Schools in Sardinia  

At Secondary Government School E Porcu-Satta, Cagliari from left: Marco Useli, teacher;  
Steve Herbert; Angelica Turicio, teacher; and Giorgio Satta, Executive Director.  

Steve Herbert and the President of the State 
Technical-Nautical Institute Buttari, Prof 
Giovanni De Sanctis 

sorato Publica Istruzione Regione 
Autonoma della Sardegna and very 
good friend of the SCA. 

‘Most enchanting Island…’ 

 
Story by Il Globo journalist,  

Gabriella G Hubbard 
Translated by Fr M Ledda 
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Riccardo Schirru went on to say that 
“the staging of this forum was an-
other example that the SCA is always 
full of surprises and different from 
other Associations” underlying the 
now traditional and innovative, in the 
Italian community at least,  
'Aboriginal Salutation', that is the ac-
knowledgment of the custodians of 
the land where we live, at the begin-
ning of all major meetings and also 
the fact that young people are wel-
come at forums such as these. 
 

The Committee of Management of 
the SCA with special invited guests 
joined together for the 6th Bi-Annual 
Planning Day held in October 2009 at 
the Hotel Bruce County in Mount 
Waverley. 
 

Paul Lostia, President of the SCA 
welcomed all present and thanked 
them for having made the time to 
attend on a Saturday. 
 

The 'Morning Session' comprised 
SCA specific local, national and Re-
gional matters discussing such topics 
as: review of first-aid officers; update 
on local history project 'History of 
Sardinian Immigration in Victoria'; 
Library review; update on projects 
being developed in collaboration with 
other institutions; 'Next Generation' 
initiative; etc.  
 

The afternoon Session was in the 
form of a 'brainstorm' session dis-
cussing various topics with the theme 
'Future direction and challenges facing 
the SCA and the community in gen-
eral, particularly taking into consid-
eration the outcomes of the Austra-
lian Delegation's submission pre-
sented to the 'Sardi nel Mondo' con-
ference held in Cagliari, Sardinia in 
April 2008 and the outcomes of the 
'Giovani Italiani Australia' conference 
held at the Gold Coast in September 
2008 and the 'Giovani Italiani del 
Mondo' conference held in Rome in 
December 2008. 
 

Apart from the SCA's Committee of 
Management and 'Next Generation' 
working group leaders, Jennifer 
Curcio and Laura Piu, there were a 

number of invited special guests in-
cluding Pietro Schirru, Consultore/
Coordinator of Sardinian Associa-
tions in Australia; Maria Luisa Scala 
from Sydney and Andrea Pinna repre-
senting the President of the Associ-
azione Culturale e Sociale Sarda di 
Sydney; Riccardo Schirru, presenter 
on Rete Italia; Saverio Minutolo, pre-
senter on SBS Radio and Researcher 
of the History of Sardinian Immigra-
tion in Victoria project. Cristina Mar-
ras was an apology for the day but 
sent in a Discussion Paper. 
 

The topics discussed in the 
'brainstorm session' were: 

• Language and Culture; 

• Information and communication; 

• The world of work and work in        
the world; 

• Representation and Participation; 

• Italian Identity and Multicultural-
ism; 

• Other 
 

Three discussion groups were 
formed with a spokesperson in each 
led by Jennifer Curcio, Laura Piu and 
Andrea Pinna. At the conclusion of 
the 'brainstorm' session each spokes-
person presented their results to all 

participants for general discussion 
and additional suggestions. 
 

The outcomes and suggestions from 
this 'brainstorm' are many and 
enlightening and have been forwarded 
to a number of local and Sardinian 
Regional authorities as the SCA be-
lieves that they are worthy of consid-
eration by the 'Consulta' when next it 
meets in Sardinia and also by local 
authorities such as COMITES, 
Co.As.It, GIA and others. 
 

The outcomes are too many to pub-
lish in this newsletter but if you 
would like to receive a copy please 
contact the SCA via email: 
sardi.melbourne.@bigpond.com 

So said Riccardo Schirru, the well known and respected presenter from Rete Italia in his opening comments at 
the recently held 6th SCA Planning Day. 

Committee of Management members and special guests at the 6th Bi-Annual SCA Planning Day. 
Back Row: L - R : Elaine Ledda, Giovanna Ruiu, Jennifer Curcio, Pietro Schirru, Giuseppe Nolis, 
Laura Piu, Maria Luisa Scala, Andrea Pinna, Riccardo Schirru, Saverio Minutolo. 
Front Row: L - R : Salvatore Useli, Olga Useli, Paolo Lostia, Angelo Ledda, Aurora Chighine, 
Tonina Nolis 

Laura Piu and Andrea Pinna explain the 
findings from their group at the ‘brainstorm 
session’. 

‘The SCA is always full of surprises…’ 
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It was with sadness that we 
learned of the passing of one of 
our friends from Sydney, Antonio 
Diego Palmas. 
Born in Santu Lussurgiu Sardinia 
on 25 February 1933 he passed 
away on 4 December 2009. 
A great supporter of the SCA and 
always with a ready smile. 
The President, Committee and 
Members extend deepest sympa-
thy to his wife Ausilia his family 
and relatives.  

Whilst the festive season ended a while 
back, I trust you and your families have 
enjoyed a happy Christmas and safe New 
Year. 
 

For me a highlight of the AGM was Gio-
vanna Ruiu and Giancarlo Murgia, whose 
late husband and father respectively have 
been great past contributors to the Sar-
dinian community, have formally been 
elected into the Committee. Of the spe-
cial guests Steve Herbert’s passionate and 
sincere key note presentation on his per-
sonal and business visit to Sardinia late 
last year. 
 

At the AGM we acknowledged that many 
of us have lost loved ones or have friends 
and family who continue to be unwell, in 
addition I am extremely proud that we 
unanimously agreed to dedicate our AGM 
to our dear friend and founding member 
of the Associazione Culturale e Sociale 
Sarda di Sydney, Diego Palmas. I trust that 
you, like me, found having the beloved 
guitar that Diego, Ausilia and their family 
gifted to the SCA most moving and a 
fitting tribute to a man who I am sure was 
‘with us’ on the day. 
 

The events of the past year and those 
planned this year were all well covered at 
the AGM therefore, I will not repeat 
them other than to once again thank the 
financial members, the ‘simpatizzanti’, the 
Committee, Pietro Schirru, the Consul-
tore & Coordinatore Circoli Sardi in 
Australia, all Italo-Australian institutions 
who have collaborated with us and in 
particular the the Autonomous Region of 
Sardinia for enabling us to achieve the 
well acknowledged constant level of suc-
cess which we should all be extremely 
proud of. 
 

As you may recall in the past two years I 
have included in my ‘new year’s’ report 
the resolution, which I remind you, basi-
cally encourages you to make good use of 
time and that ‘quality time’ was a myth as 
all time is of quality. I once again encour-
age you to concentrate on what unites us 
and not on what divides us and at all 
times as we care for our families and the 
SCA remember that community is of 
equal importance therefore, I quote from 
a recent speech by Denis Hart – the Ro-
man Catholic Archbishop of Melbourne,  
“we cannot truly be good people unless 

Vale Diego Palmas 

we vow to at all times defend and sup-
port the many less fortunate than us who 
seek our assistance in this wonderful land 
of plenty” 
 

I look forward to seeing you at our next 
functions in the meantime as always 
FORZA Paris, FORZA Melbourne & 
FORZA the SCA. 

Paul Lostia  

From the President 

While giving his President’s Report at the AGM on Sunday 
21 February 2010, he told the Members that in his opinion 
those present, particularly the first generation of migrants 
that they were ‘heroes’ because they made the decision 
and sacrifice to leave family, friends and their town/city to 
start a new life for themselves and for their children. Some-
thing that we should all be very proud of. 
 

As in previous years, the AGM was well attended by mem-
bers as well as some new faces (who also became Mem-
bers) and some special guests, Steve Herbert MP, Maria 
and Peter Zeiss, Michela Schirru and Saverio Minutolo. 
 

Paul Lostia congratulated the Committee for their contin-
ued hard work during the year while highlighting some of 
the major activities of the SCA particularly the Mural Pro-
ject that was completed in April 2009. He also gave an up-
date on future exciting projects that are in the process of 
being confirmed.  
 

The election of Office Bearers for the next two years was 
held and the position of Vice President was retained by 
Giuseppe Nolis. The position of Secretary was filled by 
Olga Useli who stepped in following the departure to 
Western Australia of Marie Piu. The others to be elected 
as Councillors were Giancarlo Murgia, Giovanna Ruiu,  
Tonina Nolis and Angelo Ledda. 
Steve Herbert in his Key-note speech highlighted some of 
the differences in the education system particularly the 

Technical Nautical Institute - Battari as an example of 
uniqueness in that field. 
 

Steve Herbert presented Paul Lostia a gift from the RAS, a 
wonderful pictorial history of ‘La Brigatta Sassari’ and Maria 
Zeiss presented two of her artworks, one featuring the 
Cagliari landscape  and the other featuring Santu Lussurgiu. 
 

Maria Zeiss and her husband Peter with one of the two paintings Maria 
gifted to the SCA with Paul Lostia and Steve Herbert MP with the gift, a 
pictorial history of the ’La Brigata Sassari’ he brought back from Sar-
dinia. 

“you are heroes...” 
Paul Lostia tells the SCA Members at the AGM 
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COMING EVENTS 
 
March 13 - Melbourne Wine & Food  
 Festival at Enoteca Wine Bar 
March 14 - Lunch in honour of  
 S Giuseppe at clubrooms  
April 5 - Easter Picnic at Birrarung Park 
April 25 - Lunch for ‘Sa Die De Sa  
 Sardigna’ 

Sa Oghe 

920 Lygon Street North Carlton 
(Cnr Richardson Street) 
Telephone: 9389 7000  

 
Supporter of the Sardinian Cultural Association 

2009 ended with a huge bang for the 
Giovani Italiani Australia (GIA) after 
the success of their National Youth 
Forum. 
 

Held in Sydney late November 2009, 
the Forum was attended by nearly 70 
youth from almost every Australian 
State and Territory, along with sev-
eral special guests including Hon. 
Marco Fedi, The Hon. Marie Ficarra 
MLC, Ms. Angela D’Amore MP, Con-
sole Benedetto Latteri (Sydney), Mr. 
Adriano Tedde (Italian Embassy) and 
Mr. Andrea Comastri (Co.As.It 
NSW). 
 

GIA’s only formal public event for the 
year, the National Youth Forum gave 
members and non-members the 
chance to finally meet one another, 
network, get involved in workshops 
and activities and learn more about 
GIA directly from the Committee.  
 

Each year the Forum is given a 
theme, this year’s was ‘Lingua, Cul-
tura e Identità. All workshops and 
activities throughout the weekend 
highlighted this theme, giving all at-
tendees a chance to share their 
thoughts and experiences. 
 

Run by GIA members and CO.AS.IT 
N.S.W, some of the workshops and 
activities throughout the weekend 
included topics like Collaboration 
between Italo-Australian youth and 
new Italian youth in Australia, Hot 
topics for Youth Associations, GIA 
aims and initiatives, Italian Cinema, 

attended the previous year, even 
more new friendships were made. 
 

Year on year, the GIA circle is grow-
ing and so is the network of Italian 
Youth across suburbs, States and 
even countries. 
 

In the coming month or so, elections 
for new and renewed GIA State Rep-
resentative terms will take place. The 
elections and roles are open to all 
official GIA members and will hope-
fully include some of GIA’s newer 
additions. 
 

The date for GIA’s 2010 AGM will be 
announced shortly, however it has 
been confirmed that it will be held in 
Melbourne. 
 

For GIA membership, to receive 
GIA’s free Newsletter or to request 
media passes to GIA’s Melbourne 
AGM, please email:  
commmunications@gia.org.au 

 

By Jennifer Curcio 

Music, Bocce, Briscola, Dialect, Lan-
guage and more. 
 

These sessions provided limitless 
information on current youth needs, 
experiences and ways they can be-
come more involved and ensure that 
help and regeneration for the com-
munity is ever present. 
 

GIA and large scale events like the 
National Forum allow Italo-
Australian, Italian and even Australian 
youth the opportunity to become 
involved and contribute to the Italian 
community. They also ensure that the 
larger Italian community remains in 
touch with its younger counterparts. 
 

From the discussions during the 
workshops to the new friends made 
throughout the activities, the success 
of Forum weekend was undeniable. 
The sense of commitment and dedi-
cation from the youth participants 
was almost intoxicating. Despite the 
varied levels and mixes of Italian 
blood the cultural link was clear. At-
tendees left feeling supported, proud, 
empowered and motivated by their 
own heritage. And for those that 

  

GIA SUCCESS CONTINUES INTO 2010. 

Coordinator of Sardinian Associations in Aus-
tralia, Pietro Schirru with Jennifer and Chiara 
Curcio 

Jennifer and Chiara Curcio at Gigi De Luca’s 
home in Sydney with his family and friends 
from GIA . 

Antonio Marino, GIA Vice President addresses 
the Conference 


