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For the second consecutive year the SCA 
accepted, with great pleasure, the invita-
tion from the proprietors of Enoteca Si-
leno, John Portelli & Marco Di Santo, 
great and long time friends of the SCA, to 
participate in this event which celebrates 
Italian Regional food and wines by pre-
senting and showcasing their gastronomic 
traditions, cooking on site,  tasting the 
many true unique flavors as well as the 
opportunity to enter the competition to win 
the ‘Passaporto per l’Italia’ quiz valued at 
$500. 
 

The SCA’s involvement, the only Regional 
Association represented, gave us the 
opportunity to display a number of local 
and Regional banners and more specifi-
cally an indoor ‘bancarella’ presented by  
Tonina Nolis and Toia Cordedda with a 
wide range of Sardinian delicacies for 
tasting and sale, such as ‘Biscotti all’Aran-
ciata, Teriche, Pappasini, Struffoli, Tor-
rone’ also Fregola alla Marinara , For-
maggio Pecorino, the distribution of a 
number of Sardinian recipes and plenty 
of colourful artisan and tourism related 
promotional material. 
 

An outdoor presentation of ‘maialetti allo 
spiedo’ tenderly garnished with locally 

grown ‘mirto’ leaves, ably cooked on site 
by Salvatore Useli, Giuseppe Nolis and 
Benito Cordedda, coming in the early 
hours of the morning so as to cater for the 
two tastings which took place at 12 noon 
and 1 pm. This demonstration proved to 
be most popular as once cooked the 
‘maialetti’ were cut and served to the  
public. 

People were also extremely interested 
and inquisitive towards the Sardinian origi-
nal costume display presented by Fran-
cesca Carta and the SCA’s quiz question 
which referred to the ‘Quatro Mori’ on the 
Sardinian flag. 

 

A number of SCA members visited the 
event and our President, Paul Lostia, 
assisted in coordinating and helping on 
the day however, most gratitude goes to 
Toia, Benito, Tonina, Salvatore, Giuseppe 
and Francesca for their outstanding contri-
bution and dedication in devoting a whole 
Saturday so that they could celebrate the 
best of Sardinian traditions with the many 
people who were at Enoteca Sileno on the 
day. 

 

A special thanks also goes out to John, 
Marco and in particular Meg Fox who 
coordinated events preceding and on the 
day which was part of the annual Mel-
bourne Food and Wine Festival. 

 

Market Day at Enoteca Sileno 

Benito Cordedda looking after the ‘maialetto’ 
on the spit.  

Benito and Giuseppe Nolis take a break from 
their ‘cooking duties’. 

Important forthcoming  events 
The SCA is pleased to announce the following important forthcoming events that we are sure you will find most interesting. 

Gianpaolo Selloni concert 
 

The first one is the lunch and concert to be 
held at the Ibleo Club in Northcote on Sun-
day 25 July 2010 featuring the world ac-
claimed singer/songwriter/musician,  
Gianpaolo Selloni.  
 

Gianpaolo will sing some of the songs from 
his CD 'Tancas chenes cresuras' as well as 
other recent compositions in both Italian and 
Sardinian. This once only opportunity to see  
Gianpaolo perform in Australia is a must to 

hear his songs and enjoy the relaxed atmosphere. 
 

A notice regarding this event will be mailed to you in the near  
future. 

I Gioielli del Tirreno  
Gala Dinner Dance, Saturday 23 October 2010  
Oak Court Receptions with Roberto Severini’s six piece band. 
 

This event, jointly organised between the SCA, Associazione 
Elbani nel Mondo and Societa' Isole Eolie, three islands that 
make up 'the Jewels of the Tyrrhenian Sea '. 
 

This Gala evening will feature typical 'plates' from each of the 
three islands, the antipasto presented by Isole Eolie, accom-
panied with a bottle of wine from that Region, the second plate 
will be 'malloreddus' with wine from Sardegna and the main 
course will be a seafood dish with wine from the island of Elba. 
 

These events are rare opportunities for us to enjoy so, look for 
the notices that will be sent to you in the near future and we 
urge you to book early so you don't miss out. 
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I drove down Burke Rd, and then 
turned right somewhere until I was 
racing through narrow, windy streets 
with leafy trees. It was probably the 
same trip the Trivisonno’s had been 
making since arriving in Australia 
some 42 years ago. And many of 
those years have been filled with 
countless accomplishments. 
 

Tony and Giovanna Trivisonno are 
two outstanding members of our 
Italian and Sardinian community but 
their most outstanding quality is their 
thirst for life. To give you an exam-
ple, after their wedding they sped off 
in their Fiat 600 and went on a trip 
around Europe that lasted almost a 
month. Abundant for even our day 
and age, and that was in 1956. And 
that was just the beginning. 

 

Giovanna trained as a pharmacist 
while Tony worked as a surveyor his 
whole professional life. It was his job 
that has taken them en route the 
entire world. Like in 1964 when he 
was sent to Abu Simbel, Egypt to 
work on the Temple’s canals. Posted 
here for over a year, his young family 
of course also joined him; Giovanna 
and their 4 children: Isabella, Laura, 
Gemma and Pier Paulo. 
 

The Trivisonno’s love of their family 
goes hand in hand with their love of 

life. Regardless of having his family by 
his side, after a year of working on 
the project in Abu Simbel, Tony de-
cided that the role was isolating for 
his family, giving them less time to-
gether, so they started to think about 
their next family adventure. 
 

So in 1967 the entire Trivisonno fam-
ily set off again but this time it would 
be for good. They had the choice to 
go to either Australia or Canada, so 
Tony chose Australia because he 
heard that it was warm. In a trip that 
lasted 29 days on ship, the Trivi-
sonno’s made their long journey to 
Australia stopping off in Sicily, 
Greece, Gibraltar, Durban and finally 
Fremantle, Perth where they cele-
brated Christmas. Not even two 
weeks in Melbourne for the first 
time, Tony started his new job where 
he clocked in and out at the same 
time everyday and got to spend the 
quality time with his family that he 
was yearning for. In fact, now that 
their children are older and with sev-
eral of their own Wednesday nights 
have become the Trivisonno’s family 
night; dinner for up to almost 30 on 
some weeks in their very own dining 
room with their children and their 
husbands and wives, grandchildren 
and their partners. 
 

The Trivisonno’s have explored their 
country more than most, with 6 trips 

 

A trip to the Trivisonno’s 

Jennifer Curcio talks to well known and respected Members of the SCA, Tony and Giovanna Trivisonno 

across and around the country over 
the years. Their life in Australia is 
almost like an endless CV of charita-
ble activities. Both Tony and Gio-
vanna are active members of the Kew 
Senior Citizens Club and Camberwell 
Citizen’s Club. In 1988 Tony was 
awarded the Centenary medal for his 
voluntary work in the Italian Commu-
nity and Giovanna has even been pub-
lished in Leggo’s Golden Anniversary 
Cookbook. 
 

2006 marked their 50th anniversary 
which they celebrated in China. And 
still today their passion for life, family 
and each other continues and I am 
humbled for experiencing it. 
 

Above Right: A wall at the Trivisonno’s kitchen featuring their various accomplishments over time. 
Below Left: A Trivisonno family Christmas and at right: Tony and Giovanna in China in 2006. 
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On Sunday 7 March 2010 Peter, the 
youngest son of Salvatore and Olga 
Useli, married Fiona Vivian in a  
beautiful afternoon ceremony at  
St Joseph’s Church Northcote  
followed by a reception at the Regal 
Ballroom, Northcote.  
The bride and groom were joined by 
family and friends including some 
‘paesani’ who were present to  
witness this special occasion. 

Congratulations - Peter and Fiona Useli 

Peter and Fiona Useli Peter and Fiona surrounded by Sam, Olga, 
Ylenia, Damian, Deborah and their children. 

Late in 2009, Giovanni and Aurora 
Chighine visited Argentina, Aurora's 
birthplace and their treasured memories 
will last them forever. 

Aurora was able to catch up with family 
and many friends as well as being a 
guest of the Sardinian community in 
Buenos Aires. They also managed to see 
many breathtaking places, lots of enter-
tainment and enjoyed the company of 
some amazing people. 

Both Aurora and Giovanni were made 
very welcome by representatives of vari-
ous Associations at the 'Omaggio a i 
Sardi dell'Argentina' at the piazza 'Isola 
di Sardegna/Madonna di Bonaria' in-
cluding the President of 'Sardi Uniti de 
Buenos Aires', Prof Cesare Meridda and 
Margerita Tavera and Cav Cosimo Tav-

Sentimental return to Argentina   

President of ‘Sardi Uniti de Buenos Aires’  
Prof Cesare Meridda with Irma Rizzuti. 

era; the President of 'Circolo Sardo de la 
Plata' Giovanna Signorini, Prof Ricardo 
Raul Rasse' and their families and also 
Piero and Graziano Penduzzu from 'I 
Sueno del Tano'.   

The generosity of the Sardinian/Argetine 
community was extended not only to 
Aurora and Giovanni but also to the SCA 
by the books, flags and banners that 
were presented, on their behalf, by 
Aurora to the SCA President at the AGM 
in February. 

Cari Amici, 
 

I trust you are all well and with win-
ter not far away I will try and warm 
you up with some good news stories, 
wishing those who are not so well a 
speedy recovery, particularly our 
own Giovanna Ruiu and Sam Useli. 
 

Thank you to those who participated 
and organised our most recent func-
tions, particularly the ’Sa Die De Sa 
Sardigna’ lunch on 25 April which was 
also Anzac Day, where the inclusion 
of ‘lasagna & arrosto’ in the menu 
was most appreciated. I also apolo-
gise that due to many recent conflict-
ing Regional and local priorities we 
were unable to organize a ‘Mother’s 
Day’ function as originally planned 
hoping even at this late stage that all 
of the ladies were pampered by their 
families on the day. 

Many events which have taken place 
in the community and the SCA and 
the many being planned, are well cov-
ered in this newsletter however, I 
will bring to your attention the fol-
lowing exciting news that the Region 
has allocated to the SCA a sum of 
€50,000 to conduct a Progetto Re-
gionale – Energia & Ambiente / En-
ergy & Environment’. This Project will 
see a delegation of Politicians, Aca-
demics and Business people from the 
Region participate at the ‘All Energy 
Australia’ Conference to be held in 
Melbourne on 6, 7 October 2010. 
The SCA will be developing this Pro-
ject in collaboration with the Italian 
Chamber of Commerce and Industry 
in Melbourne (ICCI), with discussions 
currently underway with the ICCI 
and the Region. At this early stage it 
seems that the Assessore, On. Fran-

cesco Manca, who is a former busi-
ness man and has been to Australia 
before, will be part of the delegation. 
 

We should all be extremely proud of 
having been given the responsibility 
for this Project, particularly taking 
into consideration the size of the 
allocated budget and the fact that the 
theme ‘Energia & Ambiente / Energy 
& Environment’ is one which is at the 
forefront of discussions world-wide 
and shows a high level of maturity 
and forward thinking by the SCA in 
recognizing and being able to address 
this theme. 
 

We look forward to the great suc-
cess of this Project. 
 

FORZA Paris, FORZA Melbourne & 
FORZA the SCA 
 

Paul Lostia 

From the President... 
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COMING EVENTS 
 
July 25 - 23rd Anniversary of SCA lunch 
  with concert by Gianpaolo Selloni 
 

September 12 - Fathers Day lunch 
 

October 23 - ‘I Gioielli del Tirreno’   
 Dinner Dance 
 

October 31 - Mass for S Ignazio 
 
October 6 & 7 Progetto Regionale - 
 Partecipazione Delegazione alla 
 Conferenza ‘Energy Australia’ 

Sa Oghe 

920 Lygon Street North Carlton 
(Cnr Richardson Street) 
Telephone: 9389 7000  

 
Supporter of the Sardinian Cultural Association 

Back - L - R: Tito Pradolin, Toia Cordedda, 
Benito Cordedda 
Front: Anna Pradolin and Luigia Meloco. 

Toia and the three ladies who all 
came to Australia to marry, kept in 
touch for number of years but, as 
sometimes happens, contact is lost 
but sometimes even by chance, you 
meet again after 35 years. 
This happened when Toia with her 
husband Benito met for an enjoyable 
dinner with Luigia and Anna Pradolin 
and her husband Tito at the Freccia 
Azzurra Club where they had a most 
enjoyable evening.. 
 

Following a chance meeting between 
Tonina Nolis and bocce playing Luigia 
Meloco at the Freccia Azzurra Club 
in Springvale, Luigia mentioned that in 
her voyage from Italy she shared a 
cabin with a Sardinian lady and when 
Luigia mentioned her name, Toia, it 
became obvious to Tonina that she 
would be referring to Toia Cordedda. 
It transpired that four young ladies, 
three from the north of Italy and one 
Sardinian lady shared a cabin on the 
liner Oceania. 

HAPPY REUNION 

For me, going back to visit Sardegna 
is like returning home. In January this 
year, my friend Anna and I had the 
privilege of spending two weeks driv-
ing around the beautiful island. It al-
ways surprises me how similar it is to 
Australia – exquisite coastlines, wild 
and arid landscapes, and pockets of 
rich green pastures. 
 

The trip took us from Cagliari (where 
we visited the ruins at Nora) to Oris-
tano via Barumini to visit Su Nuraxi 
as well as Las Plasas and nearby 
towns. We stopped along the way 
and saw some beautiful murales de-
picting traditional scenes. We ate 
mouth watering seafood in Cabras 
and then followed the coast line 
north to Alghero where we saw 
some incredible sunsets, even though 
it was winter.  

From Alghero we travelled inland and 
stopped for a few days in Mamoiada 
for the feast of Sant Antonio Abate 
where the Mamuthones and Issoha-
dores make their first appearance for 
the year before carnevale. This was 
truly the highlight of our trip! We 
stayed in a locanda called Sa Rosada, 
an 1800s rustic building with simple 
rooms, a quaint cafè and a small res-
taurant where we ate simple but ex-

Visiting Sardegna is like returning home. 

Alghero foreshore 

Above: Mamuthones and Below: one of the 
many Nuraghe in the Sardinian landscape  

quisite traditional food. Of course we 
stopped in Dorgali to visit family and 
also visited the towns of Orgosolo, 
to see the murales, and Oliena before 
heading back to mainland Italy. All the 
people we met during our stay in 
Sardegna were warm and inviting and 
the amazing hospitality offered to you 
makes you feel like you are truly with 
family and adds to the feeling of being 
‘at home’. 
 

Ylenia Useli 


