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Early this year the SCA was ap-
proached by the Autonomous Region  
of Sardinia (RAS) advising that the 
new ‘Assessore’ On. Franco Manca 
had directly expressed his wishes to 
conduct a major Project in Australia 
and, due to the high esteem in which 
the SCA is held, he wished the Pro-
ject to be developed, managed and 
delivered in Melbourne. On. Manca, 
due to his profession as an Economist 
and business man and has visited Aus-
tralia a number of times to attend 
various Conferences, wished the SCA 
to provide him with a suggested 
theme, requesting it be topical, not 
associated with traditional song and 
dance and preferably not of a general 
business promotional nature. 
 

The SCA subsequently consulted 
with the leaders of various local insti-
tutions, such as COMITES Melbourne 
President, Cav. Sauro Antonelli, OA;  
Italian Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry in Melbourne (ICCI) Secre-
tary General, Dott. Luca Bottallo and 
close friend of the SCA and State 
Member for Eltham, Steven Herbert 
MP, who also advised the Hon. James 
Merlino MP, Minister Assisting the 
Premier on Multicultural Affairs, sub-
sequently providing the Region with a 
number of suggested themes and 
related background. 
 

On 3rd May the SCA was notified that 
On. Manca had chosen the theme 
‘Sustainable Energy & the Environ-
ment’ and that €€€€50, 000 had been 
allocated to the SCA to deliver the 
Project. This confirmation also re-
quested that a comprehensive Project 
Proposal, including budget, be com-
pleted as soon as possible and pre-
sented to the Region for assessment.  
 

As these developments coincided 
with the meeting of the 

‘Coordinamento of Sardinian Associa-
tions in Australia’ held in Brisbane on 
8th May 2010 and chaired by Pietro 
Schirru, Consultore & Coordinatore 
Circoli Sardi in Australia, SCA Presi-
dent, Paul Lostia, was able to provide 
this forum with details of this most 
recent development as well as tabling 
copies of the Region’s letter. 

Subsequently Paul Lostia, President 
and Angelo Ledda, Public Officer, on 
behalf of the SCA and following con-
sultation with the ICCI, submitted to 
the Region the requested Project 
Proposal on 8th July as well as con-
tinuing discussions with Steve  
Herbert to ensure that the Project 
receives the attention it deserves in 
the highest of places. 
By way of a summary the Project will 
see a delegation of Politicians, Aca-
demics and Business people from the 
RAS participate at the ‘All Energy 
Australia’ Conference to be held in 
Melbourne on 6th & 7th of October.  
 

A range of meetings will also be or-
ganized with local Australian and Ital-
ian authorities to explore opportuni-
ties of mutual benefit to Sardinia and 
Victoria, if not Australia, a meeting 
with the Sardinian Community in 
Melbourne as well as gaining an un-
derstanding of the SCA’s day to day 
activities and in particular major local 
Projects. 
 

It is pleasing to report that confirma-
tion of the approval of the Project 
Proposal was received from the RAS 
on 6th August. This confirmation has  
enabled us to formally send an invita-

tion to participate in the Project, in 
partnership with Pietro Schirru, to 
the other Associations in Brisbane 
and Sydney, as stated in the Project 
proposal. At this stage it is not 
known whether the delegation will be 
visiting the interstate Sardinian Asso-
ciations. 
 

We should all be extremely proud of 
having been given the responsibility of 
this Project, particularly taking into 
consideration the size of the allo-
cated budget and the fact that the 
theme ‘Sustainable Energy & Environ-
ment’ is one which is at the forefront 
of discussions world wide and shows 
a high level of maturity and forward 
thinking by the SCA in recognizing 
and being able to address this theme, 
certainly something that no other 
Italo/Australian Association has done 
to date. 
 

Having stated the above the SCA 
now has a big responsibility to deliver 
a successful Project however, we are 
extremely confident that as on many 
past occasions, by collaborating 
closely with all partners in an envi-
ronment of mutual trust and respect, 
and with the support of our members 
and ‘simpatizzanti’ this most innova-
tive Project will be a success. 

 

Major challenge for the SCA 

At a lunchtime meeting in Parliament House  
Victoria to discuss the All Energy Australia Project 
are from left: Luca Bottallo, Secretary General of 
Italian Chamber of Commerce; Angelo Ledda and 
Paul Lostia from SCA  and The Hon Steve Herbert 
MP, who graciously hosted the lunch. 

Regional Project - ‘Energia e Ambiente’ (Sustainable Energy and the Environment) 
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The SCA celebrated the 23rd Anni-
versary of Incorporation in style at 
the Ibleo Club on Sunday 25 July. 
 

The President, Paul Lostia, welcomed 
everyone and extended a special wel-
come to our guests Gianpaolo Sel-
loni, his wife Chiara Gianno, Chiara's 
aunt Maria Rosa and uncle Santo 
Sorbera, Gabriella G Hubbard from Il 
Globo and some past members and 
friends who we had not seen for 
some time. 
 

Paul acknowledged the contribution 
of the previous Sardinian clubs, 
Sardegna Club and Sardegna Social 
Club their committees as well as all 
the committees since the Incorpora-
tion of the SCA. 
 

“While the SCA may not be one of 
the bigger Clubs or Associations, we 
nevertheless manage to provide qual-
ity events that are made available not 
just to the Sardinian community but 
to everyone in the Italo/Australian 
community” highlighting the fact that 

the SCA had been given the responsi-
bility by the Autonomous Region of 
Sardinia, to organise a Special Project 
and following some consultation it 
was decided to participate, with the 
assistance of the Italian Chamber of 
Commerce, with the project ‘Energia 
e Ambiente - Energy and Environ-
ment’, in the forthcoming 'All Energy 
Australia' exhibition to be held in 
Melbourne in early October 2010. 
 

Paul also highlighted another event 
that is creating some excitement, the 
'I Gioielli del Tirreno' Gala Dinner to 
be held on 23 October 2010 at Oak 
Court Receptions. This event is a 
joint effort by the SCA, Associazione 
Elbani nel Mondo and Societa' Isole 
Eolie.  

 

SCA celebrates 23rd Anniversary 

 

While the SCA rarely organises Gala 
Dinner Dances, this was seen to be a 
special event in that we are celebrat-
ing the beauty, culture and kitchen of 
the Islands of the Tyrrhenian Sea, it 
will also feature a special Menu' for 
the evening. Each of the Associations 
has provided the recipe for one of 
the courses, a Regional specialty, ac-
companied by a Regional wine. 
(Bookings for this evening are essen-
tial). 
 

The Anniversary celebration was also 
enhanced by the renowned com-
poser, musician and singer, Gianpaolo 
Selloni who generously gave a per-
formance that thrilled everyone. 
Gianpaolo and his wife Chiara 
Gianno, in Australia on their honey-
moon and staying with Chiara's aunt 
and uncle while in Melbourne, con-
tacted the SCA some weeks before 
their arrival and offered to give a 
concert. The SCA eagerly accepted 
this very generous offer and a great 
afternoon was enjoyed by all present. 
 

Gianpaolo, from Nuoro, as well as 
being a composer, musician and 
singer is also the conductor of some 
of the well known choirs in Sardinia 
such as 'Coro Grazia Deledda' in 
Nuoro and the 'Coro Prama e Seda' 
in Cala Gonone. 
 
 

In between the four course lunch 
provided by the Ibleo Club, dancing 
music was provided by SCA member, 
Luigi Piras. 
 

Enjoying the afternoon lunch and entertainment were Carlo Murgia, Lily Murgia, Giancarlo  
Murgia, Gabriella G Hubbard, Paul Lostia, Adriana Lostia and Laura Lostia. 

Gianpaolo Selloni in concert. 
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Cari Amici, 
 

I trust you are 
all well, with 
the very damp 
and very cold, 
old time win-
ter we have 
had, it is once 

again time for me to try and warm you up 
with some good news stories. However, 
before doing so I single out our close 
friends Cornelia Deriu, Frank Ortu, Sam 
Useli and Giovanna Ruiu trusting that 
they are all well on the road to better 
health. I also wish Tonina Nolis, who left 
for Sardinia in late August to visit rela-
tives and friends an enjoyable stay and 
safe return. 
 

Thank you to all those who participated 
and organised our most recent, or about 
to be held, functions particularly the 
SCA’s 23rd Anniversary lunch held on 25th 
July at the Ibleo Club, where the quality 
of the food and service was excellent and 
we were made to feel most welcome.  
 

Undoubtedly, apart from the joy of seeing 
all those with little children, new babies 
and imminent new arrivals, the highlights 
of the lunch was the presence of Gabri-
ella G Hubbard from ‘Il Globo’, Giovanni 
Schirò a Sardinian freelance journalist, our 
local Sardinian musician Luigi Piras and 
past committee member, Iole Marino and 
in particular the performance of Gian-
paolo Selloni, who was on his honeymoon 
in Melbourne with his new bride Chiara 
Gianno visiting their uncle and aunt Maria 
& Santo Sorbera. A special thank you also 
goes to our ‘Consultore Pietro Schirru 
for having formally written his compli-
ments directed for the occasion to the 
SCA and were read out on the day and 
are published below. 

Whilst there have not been many func-
tions since the last edition of ‘Sa Oghe’ all 
in the committee have been busy in many 
behind the scenes activities, some of 
which have been dealing with the Region 
in the context of the 2009/2010 
‘Rendiconto’ to ensure that we receive 
this year’s full financial entitlement, finalis-
ing the arrangements for the ‘I Gioielli del 
Tirreno’ Gala Dinner dance to be held on 
23rd October and the ‘Progetto Regionale 
– Energia & Ambiente’ (Energy & Environ-
ment) to be held in Melbourne between 
the 3rd & 9th October as well as com-
mencing the ‘spring cleaning’ of the Club-
rooms. In closing on this point, I would 
like to thank Mark Vener for the invalu-
able contribution he made to the design 
of the ‘I Gioielli del Tirreno’ flyer and 
Ricardo Schirru from Rete Italia who has 
made himself available as the evenings MC 
and Audrey Cooke who has been missed 
at past events due to personal reasons, 
but has continued to provide invaluable 
support towards the maintenance and 
review of our website. 
 

Way back in the September 2007 edition 
of ‘Sa Oghe’ we were on track for a Fed-
eral Election and I wrote encouraging you 
to vote for those who, as well as caring 
for our economy, health system, environ-
ment, etc. also had compassionate poli-
cies for those in need. By now we will 
have known the result of the recent Fed-
eral election and as you are well aware a 
State election will be held in November 
2010. Irrespective of the outcome of 
these elections it has been extremely 
disappointing that, as we say, true to 
form, our beloved Politicians have contin-
ued stating that the problem with Austra-
lia is that we are living too long, there 
are, and is going to be, too many people, 
there is insufficient transport infrastruc-
ture, there is insufficient housing, the 
health system needs review, etc. They 

then follow this up with the solution that 
we must cut immigration, allow prices to 
substantially increase on such essential 
items as food, petrol, gas, electricity, tele-
phone and other essential utilities which 
in my view has a relatively low impact on 
the well off and a devastating impact on 
the not so well off. 
 

Most of you know my political inclinations 
and whilst these things are a private mat-
ter I must state that I am extremely dis-
enchanted with our major political parties 
because I cannot understand why we have 
not been planning to confront these is-
sues, why increases in prices and cuts to 
immigration is the solution to all things 
whilst executive salaries continue to sky- 
rocket, even during the recent economic 
crisis. After all it was not that long ago 
that one of our most recent prominent 
politician encouraged ladies to have ‘one 
baby for the family and one for the coun-
try’ and gave them a financial tax incentive 
to do so. 
 

Obviously it is none of my business to tell 
you or know, how you vote however, I 
strongly believe immigration is the Aus-
tralian way, as unless our ancestors were 
indigenous people, we are all the descen-
dants of immigrants who have brought 
great prosperity and culture to our coun-
try. Our ancestors were convicts, their 
custodians or immigrants who came to 
this country in the hope and expectation 
of a better life than they foresaw in their 
country of birth. So why so much protest 
about other people who feel the same 
way we or our ancestors did? I strongly 
believe that if it was ‘fair enough’ for us 
or our ancestors why is it not ‘fair 
enough’ for others ? 
 

As always, FORZA Paris, FORZA 
Melbourne & FORZA the SCA 
 

Paul Lostia 

 

From the President... 

E’ con grande partecipazione e con sin-
cero affetto che desidero esprimere a 
nome mio personale e come portavoce 
dei Sardi in Australia un caloroso augurio 
per l’anniversario del Circolo Sardo di 
Melbourne. 
 

Sono ormai alcuni anni che ho potuto 
apprezzare la dedizione alla Sardita’ da 
parte di tutti i soci, del direttivo e del 
Presidente Paolo Lostia. Prima di altri  
Circoli sardi in Australia lo SCA ha 
iniziato un’azione di recupero dei giovani 

di seconda e terza generazione riuscendo 
ad attrarre un gruppo di ragazze e ragazzi 
che costituiscono il futuro del vostro 
Circolo. 
 

Gli anniversari spesso rappresentano un 
momento di riflessione nel senso di  
analizzare quanto fatto finora e, so-
pratutto quanto e’ possible fare nel pros-
simo futuro. Ebbene il Circolo di Mel-
bourne ha tracciato la strada che potra’ 
essere presa a modello da tutte le altre 
associazioni sarde in Australia. 
 

Ora lo SCA e’ di fronte ad un altro im-
portante impegno: il Progetto Regionale 
‘Energia e Ambiente’ affidato proprio al 
vostro Circolo dalla Regione Sardegna. 
Un impegno difficile e gravoso che, sono 
sicuro, verra’ assolto con quella serieta’ 
che da sempre contradistingue il vostro 
lavoro. 
 

E come sempre dite voi: Forza Paris. 
 

Pietro Schirru 

Consultore / Coordinatore 

Circoli Sardi in Australia 

From the Consultore... 
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COMING EVENTS 
 
 
 

October 23 - ‘I Gioielli del Tirreno’   
 Dinner Dance 
 
October 31 - Mass for S Ignazio 
 
October 6 & 7 Progetto Regionale - 
 Partecipazione Delegazione alla 
 Conferenza ‘All Energy Australia’ 
 

Sa Oghe 

920 Lygon Street North Carlton 
(Cnr Richardson Street) 
Telephone: 9389 7000  

 
Supporter of the Sardinian Cultural Association 

SCA President reaches  
another milestone 

SCA President, Paul Lostia, celebrated his 60th birthday 
with family & friends on Sunday 23 May 2010. Ably as-
sisted by his wife Luisa and children, Paul J, Laura and 
Adriana, a great day was assured.  
Paul as host was, as usual, at his best particularly when 
thanking those present for the important part they all 
played in his life. Paul also expressed his and his family’s 
gratitude to the Committee of the SCA for allowing the 
use of the Association’s Clubrooms for the occasion.  
His expressed wish that he did not want presents but 
instead that donations could be made to his preferred 
charity was the reason that a cheque for the great 
amount of$1350 was forwarded to  Breast Cancer  
Network Australia.  

Smile;        
    

General Equations & Statistics  
A woman worries about the future          
  until she gets a husband. 
 

A man never worries about the  
  future until he gets a wife. 
 

A successful man is one who makes  
  more money than his wife can spend.    
  
A successful woman is one who can find   
  find such a man. 

Paul Lostia surrounded by daughters Laura and Adriana, wife Luisa 
and Paul J.  

Let’s cook - 
 

Pabassini 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Ingredients: 
300g plain flour 
150g sugar 
150g butter 
3 egg yolks 
1 grated lemon rind 
100g walnut kernels - chopped well 
100g blanched almonds- chopped well 
200g raisins 
 

 
Ingredients for frosting: 
6 tablespoons icing sugar 
Water 
 
Preparation: 
Preheat oven to 150 degrees 
Roll out the dough to a thickness of 1cm and cut into dia-
mond shapes. 
Bake for about 30 minutes. 
Melt icing sugar in water over low flame. 
Dip biscuits in hot icing then place them in warm oven  
(50 degrees) for a few minutes until set. 
 
 


