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The three Jewels of the Tyrrhenian, 
the islands of Elba, Sardinia and the 
Isole Eolie were well represented by 
Members and friends who joined to-
gether on Saturday 23 October 2010 
at Oak Court Receptions, for the 
first time, to celebrate the culture, 
history and traditions. 
 

More than 300 guests were treated 
to culinary delights of each Island, 
Antipasto Eoliano, Malloreddus from 
Sardinia and Hapuka all’Elbana. Each 
of the three courses was accompa-
nied by a bottle of specially selected 
Regional wine. 

The coffee was accompanied by tradi-
tional cakes, a specialty of each Island. 
The original idea for this very suc-
cessful evening came from Gualberto 
Gennai, President of Associazione 

Elbani nel Mondo (AEM). He first 
contacted the SCA and at the initial 
meeting he explained his idea which 
was to also include the Societa’ Isole 
Eolie. 
 

Gualberto said “It is important to 
celebrate, for the first time in Austra-
lia, this grand event for our communi-
ties so strongly united”. 
 

Paul Lostia, President of the SCA said 
“The SCA is extremely pleased and 
proud to be joint organizer of this 
unique event which celebrates not 
only the wonderful culture of these 
three Islands from Italy’s Regions of 
Sardinia, Tuscany and Sicily but also 
that of the original inhabitants of Aus-
tralia which is now our home”. 
 

Tony Mandarano, President of  
Societa’ Isole Eolie, (SIE) said, Every 
great journey begins with one step! 
We are embarking on a journey of 
discovery with the initiative of AEM, 
SCA and SIE. We invite you to share 

‘Gioielli’ Gala Dinner success 

in a truly unique experience with 
three of the most beautiful Regions of 
Italy. Traditions, culture and history 
will be showcased on this ‘night of 
nights’. 
 

There were many highlights during 
the evening, the first was the very 
informative and entertaining Director 
of Rete Italia, Dr Ivano Ercole who 
treated us all to a little bit of the his-
tory of each of the Islands, their cul-
ture and the part each played 
throughout the ages. 
 

Then we were treated to a dance and 
music display from a group from an-
other Island, Australia, by the Wu-
rundjeri Cultural Heritage Council 
dancers and Didjeridoo player.   
 

Not to be outdone, Roberto Severini 
and his ‘Gentlemen’s Club Band’ to-
gether with singer, Nadia Morando, 
reminded us what dancing and hold-
ing your partner used to be like.  
 

A very memorable night!  

Francesca Carta with Salvatore Useli.  Francesca wears an original Sardinian costume which was 
worn by her mother on her wedding day. At right, costumes from Isola d’Elba, Sardinia and Isole 
Eolie. 

Gualberto Gennai flanked by Paul Lostia, 
Tony Mandarano and Riccardo Schirru. 
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To coincide with the 'I Gioielli del 
Tirreno' Gala Dinner on Saturday 23 
October, a large group from the As-
sociazione Culturale e Sociale Sarda 
di Sydney made the long journey to 
Melbourne for the weekend. 
 

Led by their Vice President, Laura Di 
Leva, in a bus driven by her husband, 
Salvatore, the group of 38 arrived in 
the early evening of Friday 22 Octo-
ber. They headed straight for Lygon 
Street and the first pizzeria in Austra-
lia, Toto's. 
 

Saturday morning consisted of a tour 
of some of the important sights of 
the city including St Patrick's Cathe-

dral, Parliament House and Crown 
Casino, so everyone was happy, some 
religion, some politics and some gam-
bling! 
 

Then in the evening they joined other 
Sardi, Elbani and Eoliani at the Gala 
Dinner, an event that has never pre-
viously been attempted where three 
Associations combined to celebrate 
their culture, history and cuisine. 
 

On Sunday the SCA hosted the group 
at a lunch at the clubrooms in a 
unique atmosphere where some 
friends were able to greet one an-
other after many years, some had not 
seen each other since arriving in Aus-

tralia more than 40 years ago. A great 
afternoon was enjoyed by all.  
Then it was off Phillip Island to see 
the Fairy Penguins before boarding 
the bus on Monday morning to make 
their way back to Sydney via a cheese 
factory in Brunswick and Glenrowan, 
the home of the famous bushranger 
Ned Kelly. 
 

The SCA Members and friends were 
very happy to have had this opportu-
nity to host our friends from Sydney 
and look forward to other similar 
opportunities of getting together, 
perhaps even a trip to Sydney by the 
SCA. 

SCA President, Paul Lostia receives a gift 
from Laura Di Leva, Vice President of the 
Associazione Culturale e Sociale Sarda di 
Sydney.  

Sydney Sardi visit Melbourne 

Cari Amici, 
 

Well ! Here we are Christmas again 
and a new year just around the cor-
ner, where did 2010 go ? 
 

For me I am trying to work out 
where the last 60 years went, the one 
thing I believe and, with all due re-
spect you should believe in, is that 
whilst we get older we should never 
‘grow up’. 
 

As always I acknowledge those, and 
of late there have been many, both 
close and not so close to the SCA, 
who have been unwell, have lost 
loved ones or have been caring for 

family and friends, at the same time 
congratulating and rejoicing with 
those who have had new arrivals in 
their families. 
 

Also a welcome return to the long 
time, hard working, committee 
member Tonina Nolis, who has 
been in Sardinia to visit relatives 
and friends. I am pleased that  
Tonina reports that our ‘Sede 
all’Estero’, that is her and 
Giuseppe’s house which they are 
building in Fonni is progressing well, 
I am also glad she has had an enjoy-
able stay and safe return. 
 

Once again 2010 has been an ex-

tremely busy year for the SCA and it 
was pleasing that our traditional 
events remained successful, with par-
ticular highlights the trip to Bright, 
the convivial and very moving hosting 
of our counterpart from Sydney’s 
Sardinian Association and the end of 
year ‘BBQ/rinfresco’. We also suc-
cessfully organized a number of new, 
innovative and extremely difficult 
Projects, venturing into unexplored 
territory as evidenced by the Energy 
& the Environment Regional Project 
and the Gala Dinner Dance in col-
laboration with the Elbani nel Mondo 
& Isole Eolie Associations. 

Continued page 3 

From the President... 



 

Page 3 Vol 5 No 4 Sa Oghe 

From the President - continued 

I take this opportunity to thank the 
committee and the Consultore and 
Coodinatore dei Circoli Sardi in Aus-
tralia – Pietro Schirru, for the sup-
port in all of the SCA’s initiatives.  
 

In particular I acknowledge Angelo 
and Elaine Ledda, the friendship to-
wards Luisa and I, and thank them for 
their contribution to the SCA. In part 
2010 has been a difficult year for An-
gelo and I, however, those difficulties 
are behind us and I sincerely thank 
Angelo for the amount of hours 
which he puts in for SCA matters and 
Elaine for supporting Angelo and also 
for being the ‘silent’ contributor to-
wards the smooth running of com-
mittee meetings and functions at the 
clubrooms. 
 

The calendar for 2011 has not yet 
been finalized however, I highlight the 
fact that we have at long last selected 
the writer of the book documenting 
Sardinian Immigration in Victoria and 
a detailed report is included in this 
edition of “Sa Oghe” therefore, hav-
ing resolved this difficult decision we 
should see the completion and re-
lease of the book during 2011. 
 

In closing the Federal and State elec-
tions have come and gone, the Italian 
and Sardinian Governments are in 
crisis (what else is new ?) yet we are 
still alive and mostly well, just goes to 
show that we, our families and our 
community are the most important 
things of all. Therefore, despite what 
‘A Current Affair’ ‘Today Tonight’ 
and so called reality TV tells us, we 
are part of and we live in a 
‘Wonderful World’ and it is our indi-
vidual, collective and personal re-
sponsibility not to be influenced by 
the evil ‘gloom and doom representa-
tives’ to ensure that it remains as 
such. 
 

I thank you all for your support, I 
wish you and your families a “Bonu 
Nadale e Prosperu Annu Nou / Felize 
Nadale e Bonu Cabuannu” (in view of 
the many Sardinian dialects I have 
limited myself to two versions), I look 
forward to seeing you all in 2011 and 
close off with as always a  
FORZA Paris, FORZA Melbourne & 
FORZA the SCA. 

Paul Lostia 

La grande Gala Night con Dinner 
Dance del 23 Ottobre 2010 e` stato 
forse l'avvenimento dell'anno. 
 

I gioielli del Tirreno sono riusciti ad 
unire, per la prima volta nella storia 
queste laboriose comunita` residenti 
all'estero provenienti dalle loro 
meravigliose isole circondate 
dall'azzurro del mar Tirreno che, 
corrispondono al nome di, Isola 
d'Elba, Sardegna e Isole Eolie. 
 

Sono effetivamente, I Gioielli del Tir-
reno che il 23 Ottobre, alla presenza 
di oltre trecento persone hanno dato 
vita al loro primo incontro ufficiale 
grazie alla perfetta organizzazione 
elaborata dai maggiori esponenti delle 
tre associazioni: Elbani nel Mondo 
AEM, Sardinian Cultural Association e 
Societa` Isole Eolie. 
 

Un pubblico meraviglioso ha saputo 
apprezzare il menu` che com-
prendeva le diverse specialita` pre-
sentate dalle tre isole e uno sponta-
neo applauso ai costumi rappresen-
tanti i singoli Gioielli del Tirreno. 
Anche la presentazione culturale indi-
gena del Wurundjeri Cultural Heri-
tage Council ha ottenuto un lus-
inghiero successo, cantando e bal-
lando nel loro culturale idioma. 
 

Da non domenticare l'Orchestra con-
dotta da Roberto Severini che con la 
loro professionalita` hanno saputo 
intrattenere i presenti con piacevoli 
melodie in parte cantate, con molta 
grazie e tonalita`, da Nadia Morando. 
Un sincero grazie vada anche a Ric-
cardo Schirru, esponente di Rete 

Vale Salvatore Carboni 
The Sardinian Community in Melbourne learned of the passing 
of Salvatote Carboni, one of the founding members of the Sar-
dinia Club, the first of the two clubs that preceded the Sardin-
ian Cultural Association.  
Salvatore was also elected the first President and also served 
as Consultore. 
Born in Pozzomaggiore, Province of Sassari on 21 August 1927, 
he died in Melbourne on 14 October 2010. He is survived by 

his wife Giovanna, daughters Maria and Piera and grandson Joshua. 
Particularly during the 1950’s, 60’s and 70’s, Salvatore served the Sardinian 
community well, assisting many new arrivals with their requests for help. 
The President, Committee of Management and Members extend their sympathy 
to the family for their loss. 

Gualberto Gennai, President of AEM with his 
wife, Silvana.  

Italia, che ha saputo condurre la ser-
ata in perfetta sintonia col pro-
gramma stabilito. 
 

E seguito l'intervento del Direttore di 
Rete Italia, Dr Ivano Ercole il quale ha 
illustrato, come e` il suo stile, la Cul-
tura storica delle tre Isole catturando 
l'attenzione delle trecento persone 
presenti in sala. 
 

Un particolare ringraziamento agli 
indossatori dei bellissimi costumi 
molto vivaci nei colori e bene indos-
sati da Valeria Montagnana e da il 
marito Neil Wallace, AEM; Francesca 
Carta e Salvatore Useli, SCA e Giulia 
e Giuseppe Biviano, SIE. 
 

Un meritevole applauso ai tre Presi-
denti, Gualberto Gennai, Paolo Lostia 
e Tony Mandarano, con i principali 
collaboratori, da Paolo Mibelli, 
Roberta Cecolini, Angelo Ledda, 
Janetta Ziini e Enza Scaffidi che hanno 
saputo rendere questo confronto, 
perfettamente riuscito, da definirlo un 
evento storico. 

Gualberto Gennai 

 

I Gioielli del Tirreno 
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COMING EVENTS 
 
February 20, 2011 
  SCA Annual General Meeting  

Sa Oghe 

920 Lygon Street North Carlton 
(Cnr Richardson Street) 
Telephone: 9389 7000  

 
Supporter of the Sardinian Cultural Association 

Whilst at our annual AGM’s we have 
been providing you with 'mini' up-
dates on this most important Project, 
launched in July, 2007, it was in the 
December 2008 edition of 'Sa Oghe' 
that we last provided you with a 
more detailed update on how this 
Project was progressing. 
 

The research and documentation of 
findings were completed by our re-
searcher Saverio Minutolo in June, 
2010 and, in the month of August 
2010 all those interviewed were 
asked to check the accuracy of their 
stories and their approval for their 
eventual publication, with the result 
that of the 50 family stories docu-
mented only 5 families did not grant 
their approval. Therefore, now that 
task has been completed, we thank all 
those who have given their approval 
and in particular Saverio for the dili-
gent and passionate manner in which 
he went about his work. 
 

We have since been fortunate in that 
the ex Director of the Fondo Sociale 
dell’Assessorato del Lavoro and great 
supporter of the SCA, Aldo Aledda, 
who in 1991 wrote the well ac-
claimed book 'I Sardi nel Mondo – Chi 
Sono, Come Vivono, Che cosa Pensano', 
has reviewed and updated the major 
conclusions of his book and written 
the introductory chapter, 'The Sar-
dinian Diaspora', for our book as 
specifically applicable to the Austra-
lian experience. We thank Aldo for 
this excellent contribution particu-
larly as we asked him to write it in 
English, a language he is not fully 
comfortable with. 
 

We have for some time been debat-
ing how best to structure the book, 
which will include a chapter on the 
story of the formation of what is now 

Long time SCA Member, Frank Piu, 
celebrated his 80th Birthday on  
Monday 20 September 2010. 
 

With the company of his brother and 
sister-in-law, Giovanni, and Evelina, as 
well as his grandchildren, Frank had a 
wonderful day. 
 

Then it was off to the dance with his 
lady, Audrey. 
 

Born in Santulussurgiu, the second 
eldest of nine children, Frank arrived 
in Australia in 1955  and has been a 
strong supporter of the SCA since its 
formation and of Sardinian Clubs 
prior to the SCA. 
 

Frank has served as a member of the 
Committee and is a regular donor to 
the lunch and dinner raffles held by 
the SCA. More often than not, these 
prizes are hand made by him. 

 

Immigration research update 
 

Octogenarian  

Frank Piu  
celebrates quietly 

the Sardinian Cultural Association 
and what the SCA stands for and 
most importantly who to give the 
task of writing the book. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

We are pleased to confirm that the 
well known Pino Bosi (pictured 
above) has been appointed as writer 
of the book with the aim of complet-
ing the writing by March 2011. Pino 
has for some time been an activist in 
the community with a strong passion 
for the 'mondo dell’emigrazione'. In 
particular he is well respected as a 
writer having written 14 books in 
English and Italian for example 'On 
God’s Command, Farewell Australia, The 
Italians, Toscani di Qua Toscani di La' 
etc. as well as being the recipient of 
the SCA’s ‘Italy in the World 2000’ 
award in the category of literature. 
 

We thank the Director of the Italian 
Australia Institute, Prof Piero Geno-
vesi, for the continued support to-
wards this initiative and look forward 
in continuing to work with Piero and 
now Pino in completing this impor-
tant historical publication with the 
aim of an official launch in mid 2011. 
 

The SCA will, in the near future, ask  
those who were interviewed to pro-
vide suitable photographs to compli-
ment their stories some of which will 
be used in the book.   


