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The Sardinian Cultural Association 
held its 24th Annual General Meeting 
on Sunday 20 February 2011 at the 
Eolian Hall in North Carlton. 
 

The meeting was well attended and 
included special guests Dr Paolo 
Baracchi, Director of the Italian His-
torical Society and Museo Italiano at 
COASIT in Carlton and Pino Bosi 
who was recently appointed by the 
SCA and Italian Australian Institute, 
to write the story of Sardinian Immi-
gration in Victoria. Also present was 
Antonio (Tony) Trivisonno the re-
cipient of the Order of Australia 
Medal (OAM) in the Australia Day 
Honours list announced in January 
2011.(see page 2 for story). 

Following the now traditional min-
ute's silence to remember the passing 
of Members, family and friends and to 
acknowledge the traditional owners 
of the land, the Wurundjery people, 
the President, Paul Lostia presented 
his Report for the year 2010. 
 

He began by thanking those who 
make up the Committee of Manage-
ment and those who have recently 
rejoined the Committee for their 
‘unrelenting enthusiasm’. He also 
thanked past Members of the Com-
mittee and current financial Members, 
Marie and Joe Piu who continue to be 
active in Perth/Fremantle by organiz-
ing a number of informal gatherings 
for the Sardinian Community in those 
locations. 

Listing some of the events that made 
up the year 2010, Paul highlighted ’I 
Gioielli del Tirreno’ Gala Dinner 
which included the many Members 
and simpatizzanti of the Associazione 
Culturale e Sociale Sarda di Sydney. 
“This unique event, organized in col-
laboration with Associazione Elbani 
nel Mondo and Societa’ Isole Eolie 
was a most colourful celebration of 
our cultures”.   
 

Other highlights were the Regional 
Project, ‘Energy and the Environment 
- All-Energy Australia’ Phase 1; par-
ticipating at the ‘Regional Italian Pro-
duce Market Day’ held at Enoteca 
Sileno; the 23rd Anniversary of Incor-
poration of the SCA lunch which 
included the performance by Sardin-
ian musician and composer, Gian-
paolo Selloni; the weekend ’Gitta’ to 
Bright; the continued financial com-
mitment to the SCA/Assisi Centre 
Sponsorship and the SCA/IAI Scholar-
ship for the research into Sardinian 
Immigration in Victoria as well as the 
appointment of Pino Bosi to write 
the story. 
 

An exciting Project for 2011 is ‘Phase 
2’ of the ’Energy and Environment’ 
project which will see a delegation of 
representatives from the Victorian 
Government, CSIRO, Business and 
Universities visit Sardinia later in the 
year building on common interests 
identified in ‘Phase 1’ of this Project 
as another important step towards 
the aim of signing a Memorandum of 
Understanding between Sardinia and 
the Victorian Government to maxi-
mize research and Business opportu-
nities. 
 

“I am extremely pleased that the 
‘Next Generation’ working group 
comprising Jennifer Curcio, Laura Piu 
and Francesca Carta has continued to 
function well continuing their involve-
ment with the Lavazza Film Festival 
and their contribution towards the 

success of the ‘I Gioielli del Tirreno’ 
Gala Dinner Dance”, said Paul. 
 

The Treasurer, Aurora Chighine then 
presented the Financial Report and it 
was pleasing to hear that the SCA is 
in a very sound position and augurs 
well for the future. 
 

The election of Office Bearers was 
conducted and it was pleasing to note 
that for the position of President, 
Paul Lostia was re-elected unopposed 
for a further term of two years. Also 
re-elected unopposed for a further 
two years were Aurora Chighine for 
the position of Treasurer and Angelo 
Ledda to the Committee and as Pub-
lic Officer. 
 

Jennifer Curcio, representing the 
'Next Generation' presented an out-
line of the activities held for 2010 and 
some of the ideas for 2011. (See page 
2 for details) 
 

As the Consultore/Coordinatore for 
Sardinian Associations in Australia, 
Pietro Schirru, sent an apology. Paul 
Lostia read the message sent by 
Pietro.  
 

One of the highlights of the day was 
the announcement of the elevation to 
Life Member status of Francesco 
(Frank) Piu. Having received the 
nomination and followed the criteria 
as set out in the SCA's 'Life Member-
ship By-Law' the Committee of Man-
agement was pleased to make this 
recommendation. A Life Member 
plaque will be presented to Frank in 
the coming weeks. 
 

 

Successful conclusion to SCA’s year 2010 

Pino Bosi with Dr Paolo Baracchi at the AGM. 
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Long time Member of the SCA, Anto-
nio Trivisonno, has been recognised 
for his great service to the Italo/
Australian senior citizens of Kew and 
Camberwell with the Medal of the 
Order of Australia (OAM) in the 
Australia Day Honours list an-
nounced on January 26, 2011. 
 

Antonio (Tony) who migrated to 
Australia in 1967 is married to  
Giovanna and they have four children, 
he worked for the Melbourne Metro-
politan Board of Works as a Techni-
cal Officer before his retirement. 

Tony was also recognised and 
awarded in 2002 the 'Centenary 
Medal' by the Governor General/
Prime Minister in recognition of his 
long voluntary service to the senior 
citizens of Boroondara. 
 

Tony was further recognised by the 
SCA in 2003 when he received the 
‘Certificato di Riconoscimento’  
(Certificate of Recognition) for his 
support of the SCA over a long  
period of time and Giovanna was also 
awarded the same Certificate in  
recognising her contribution to the 
'Leggo's Golden Anniverasy Cook-
book'. 
 

The evergreen Tony, at the great age 
of 82 is still the President of the Kew 
Branch of the Italian Citizens Seniors 
Group and also Treasurer of the 
Camberwell Club and has held execu-
tive positions in the clubs for more 
than two decades. “I am very proud 

Australia Day honours for SCA Member 
to be the third recipient of this  
honour, bestowed to an Australian 
citizen of Italian origin since 1975 . It 
is an honour for all us Italians and 
Sardinians in particular”. 

Antonio with his wife Giovanna and Paul 
Lostia at the SCA’s Annual General Meeting. 

 
The President, Committee of Man-
agement and Members of the SCA 
congratulates Tony on this very de-
served award. 

The end of 2010 was a busy period in 
the Next Generation events calendar. 
As per previous years we selected 
three Sunday screenings throughout 
the Italian Film Festival in September 
and October. This has been one of 
our main events over the last few 
years, and now remains a permanent 
fixture in our event calendar. 
We also promoted and organised the 
attendance of some ‘giovani’ at the 
Tyrrhenian Jewels of the Sea Gala 
dinner in October. 
 

A continuing challenge for us is the 
dwindling number of youths left to 
make these younger targeted events 
possible. We are urgently in need of 
helping hands; our only pre-requisites 
are a can-do attitude, reliability and 
people with a keen interest in the 
Italian and Sardinian culture. If you 
know someone between the ages of 
18-35 who would be interested, 
please email us at: 

next.generation@optusnet.com.au 

The Next Generation 2011 events 
calendar looks promising, as always 
we will be attending the Lavazza Ital-
ian Film Festival towards the end of 
the year, as well as organising a spe-
cial event around this time (stay 
tuned for details.) This year’s focus 
for us is really to increase our mem-
bership and database numbers, in-
cluding our Facebook and Twitter 
followers, however stay tuned for 
some surprise pop up events too! If 
you have any event suggestions or 
requests, we would love to hear from 
you. 
 
Facebook: 
Search for: Sardinian Cultural Asso-
ciation (Next Gen) or visit: http://
www.facebook.com/home.php#!/

group.php?gid=57185431066 

Twitter: 
Search for @SardCultAssoc or visit: 

http://twitter.com/#!/SardCultAssoc 

Email: 

Next.generation@optusnet.com.au 

Twitter post competition: 
Now that we’re online, we want to 
keep the conversation alive, so we’re 
looking for your suggestions and con-
tributions for our online updates and 
posts. 
Do you know some quirky Sardinian 
facts? A Sardinian recipe? Is there a 
Sardinian website people should visit? 
 

Do you have a Sardinian travel rec-
ommendation? Know a Sardinian res-
taurant to try, or Sardinian musician 
we should listen to? 
 

Submit as many as you like to: 
next.generation@optusnet.com.au. 
The only catch? Suggestions can’t be 
longer than 140 characters.  
 

The winner will receive a Village Cin-
ema’s double movie pass. 

 
Jennifer Curcio 

 

Next Generation AGM Report 
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made possible thanks to the tireless 
efforts of Pietro Schirru. 
 

I take the liberty to thank you for 
supporting my re-election as your 
President for a further two years. I 
congratulate Frank Piu for having 
been awarded Life Membership of the 
SCA and in particular Ylenia Useli for 
having agreed to rejoin our Commit-
tee. 
 

I look forward to seeing as many of 
you as possible as we ‘kick off’ our 
social activities for 2011 with the 
‘Pranzo in onore di San Giuseppe’ in 
March and ‘Picnic di Pasquetta’ in 
April, in the meantime I ask you to 
contemplate and make what you will 
of the following; 
 

“A person was walking along the beach 
where hundreds of small tortoises were 
making their way to the water from the 
sandy ‘nest’ where they had hatched.  
 

The person observed that many of the 
tortoises were being snatched as a free 
meal by the many seagulls in the area 
therefore, the person frantically picked 
up some of the tortoises and placed 
them in the safety of the water.  
 

However, the seagulls were super fast 
and they were snatching their meal at a 
much faster rate than the person’s ef-
forts.  
 

A passer by said to the person “what are 
you doing ?”, “I am placing the tortoises 
in the safety of the waters” replied the 
person! The passerby said “what a 
waste of time can’t you see that what 
you are doing is futile and the seagulls 
are eating most of them”. The person 
replied, “why don’t you ask those who 
have been saved if what I am doing is 
futile?” 
 

I look forward to your continued 
support and close off with the usual 
FORZA Paris, FORZA Melbourne & 
FORZA the SCA. 
 

Paul Lostia 

 

It is with sadness and a great sense of 
loss that we mourn the passing of 
Enrico (Harry) Belli, President of the 
Assisi Centre, (where the SCA's club-
rooms are situated). A tireless 
worker for the Assisi Centre and for 
many other charitable organisations. 
Harry was a loyal supporter of the 
SCA and good friend to many. He 
will be sadly missed. The President, 
Committee of Management and 
Members of the SCA extend their 
deepest sympathy to his wife  
Margaret and their sons Andrew and 
Christopher. 

 

From the President... 

Vale Enrico Belli 

Sardegna Sardegna Sardegna Sardegna ----    a land of a land of a land of a land of 
mystery and beautymystery and beautymystery and beautymystery and beauty    

    

Are you or your children:- 

• Interested in finding out more 
about this unique island, its  

      traditions and culture?  

• Interested in learning or extend-
ing your knowledge of the Italian 
language? 

• Aged between 5 - 35? 
 

If you answered YES to the questions 
above, then contact us and register 
your expression of interest by March 
10 2011 for a series of sessions we 
would like to offer this year with the 
assistance of the Regione Autonoma 
della Sardegna. 
 

To register your interest or for fur-
ther information, please contact: 

• Paul Lostia: 0419 872 091 

• Angelo Ledda: 0418 330 573 

• Email: 
sardi.melbourne@bigpond.com 

Cari Amici, 
 

Whilst the festive season ended a 
while back, I trust you and your fami-
lies have enjoyed a happy Christmas 
and safe New Year, also taking the 
opportunity to wish you, well in ad-
vance a “Bona Dominiga de Pasca” 
 

As stated at the recent AGM, I once 
again acknowledge that of late there 
have been many, both close and not 
so close to the SCA, who have been 
unwell, have lost loved ones or have 
been caring for family and friends, at 
the same time congratulating and 
rejoicing with those who have had 
new arrivals in their families both 
here and overseas. 
 

It was great to see Frank Ortu, who 
has been unwell as well as Antonio 
and Giovanna Trivisonno who we had 
not seen for some time due to ill 
health at the AGM. I once again con-
gratulate Antonio for having been 
awarded the Medal of the Order of 
Australia (OAM) in the 2011 Austra-
lia Day Honors list for his work with 
the Italo/Autralian senior citizens of 
Kew, an award which he has dedi-
cated as a reflection of the strong 
multicultural humanitarian values of 
the Sardinian community which he 
and Giovanna a proudly part of. 
 

At the AGM we extensively covered 
the events of the past year and those 
planned for this year therefore, I will 
not repeat them other than to once 
again thank the financial members, 
the “simpatizzanti”, the Committee, 
Pietro Schirru - Consultore & Cordi-
natore Circoli Sardi in Australia, all 
Italo-Australian institutions which we 
have collaborated with, and in par-
ticular the Autonomous Region of 
Sardinia for enabling us to achieve the 
well acknowledged constant level of 
success which we should all be ex-
tremely proud of. Further evidence of 
the strong Region’s support is the 
recent substantial allocation of fund-
ing for the many new and exciting 
Projects scheduled in 2011 for both 
young and not so young and in this 
regard I single out the Project 
“Soggiorno per Anziani” a Project 

The famous rock 
Bear that over-
looks the coast 
of Palau and La 
Maddalena. 
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COMING EVENTS 
 
 
 

March 13 - Lunch on the occasion   
  of San Giuseppe. At the Clubrooms. 
 

April 13 - ‘Sa Die De Sa Sardigna’  
  Lunch. Venue to be advised. 
 

April 25 -  Picnic for Pasquetta at 
  Birrarung Park Templestowe. 
 

  

Sa Oghe 

920 Lygon Street North Carlton 
(Cnr Richardson Street) 
Telephone: 9389 7000  

 
Supporter of the Sardinian Cultural Association 

even as the rain continued to fall we 
were having a great time. Dinner Sat-
urday night was at the Italian Club in 
Myrtleford. 
 

Sunday morning was raining again and 
following breakfast we set off for 
Myrtleford and then on to the Red 
Stag Deer and Emu Farm for a great 
lunch. This restaurant with Venison, 
Emu, Ostrich, Kangaroo and Goat on 
the menu is on a very large property 
in Eurobin and its owners, the Cave-
don family have developed a beautiful 
panoramic setting with a park to see 
all the animals including an animal 
nursery for the visitors to enjoy. A 
good place to visit and we were all 
sorry to leave. 

 

On our return trip home we stopped 
to buy fresh asparagus from a local 
farm in Myrtleford and after we left 
there was not one bunch left for any-
one else. We arrived back at Rosanna 
at 7.00pm Sunday evening and apart 
from the weather we all had a great 
time and we are now looking forward 
to the 'Gitta' in 2011 to Sydney. 
 

 
Story: Giovanna Ruiu 
Photos: Tonina Nolis 

 

On Friday 12 November, 18 very 
happy Members of the SCA left the 
Clubrooms in Rosanna for the end of 
year 'Gitta' to Bright. 
 

The mini bus was driven by Salvatore 
Useli and we all settled in for a great 
weekend. 
 

Our first stop was Benalla for lunch 
and then on to Bright with another 
stop at the Gapsted Winery to taste 
and buy. Following check-in at the 
Colonial Motel, a short rest and then 
a short walking tour of Bright. A BBQ 
dinner provided by the SCA capped 
off a great day then we retired on a 
happy note to meet again at 10am the 
next morning to visit Mt Buffalo and 
Mt Beauty. 
 

Little did we know that the weather 
would change and rain on our week-

end but, undaunted, through rain and 
fog, we set off and followed our plans 
and stopped at Mt Beauty for lunch. 
 

Meanwhile, whilst we were travelling 
we learnt that three of our Members 
had worked on the tobacco farms in 
Myrtleford and on the way back to 
Bright we stopped at Tawonga and at 
the local Pub where Salvatore (Sam) 
Useli, Giuseppe (Joe) Nolis and Frank 
Ortu (who was there  prior to Sam 
and Joe), used to frequent more than 
forty years ago. Many stories and 
recollections were told of their time 
in this district so it was decided to go 
in to the Pub to see what had 
changed over the years. 
 

As it turned out and much to our 
amazement the owner of the Pub has 
a daughter who had recently bought 
the farmhouse where Salvatore and 
Giuseppe had worked all those years 
ago. So many memories were ex-
changed and ...drinks all round and 

Joe Nolis and Sam Useli at the Pub, the place 
of many pleasant afternoons.  

‘Gitta’ to Bright a great success  
- and a sentimental return for three members. 

Joe and Sam toast the new owner of the 
farmhouse where they lived.  

Tonina and Joe Nolis with Sam and Olga 


